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G^rWhen you eat the labor of your h a n d s , ^ 
You shall be happy, and it shall be well with you-
Accents and Issues 
by Don Shafer 
In the ongoing life of any group of 
people there are changing points of 
emphasis and concern. Some of these 
come due to cultural pressures and 
customs. Every society deals with its 
traditions and innovations. History 
books tell us the interpretation of 
what has happened. The news media 
informs and, in many ways, shapes 
the thinking of a people. Then there 
are the advertisers and sales people 
who influence us in our concepts and 
values. For those of us who are fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ, we raise ques-
tions about priorities in matters of 
faith and conduct. In some ways, we 
make changes and don't really know 
why. In order for we who claim to be 
Christians to be wise in the midst of 
many systems and values, we need to 
be aware of some basic points of 
reference. 
Some readers of Brethren in Christ 
literature will remember a series of 
brochures that were written in the 
1960s and 1970s by bishops and a 
few others. These "position state-
ments" were circulated among the 
churches and served us well. 
Now we are in the midst of what 
we call "Renewal . . . 2000!" It is a 
time of some change and focus for us 
on spiritual renewal and growth. 
The Board of Bishops has been 
working on a new series of bro-
chures to be written by a cross-
section of people. These papers will 
be known as Brethren in Christ 
Accents and Issues. These will deal 
with some of the contemporary is-
sues of our day, such as violence, 
sexual perversion, substance abuse, 
and family relationships. There will 
also be accents on our life together, 
such as baptism, stewardship, con-
Honoring grandparents 
National Grandparents Day was established by 
Congress in 1979 to occur on the first Sunday after 
Labor Day. September 8 will mark the seventh 
observance of this event which can be celebrated in 
churches, schools, homes, and communities. 
Appropriate church observances would include 
having grandparents participate in worship services 
by leading worship, offering prayers, providing 
special music, or sharing experiences. One church 
provided rocking chairs for each elder during a 
fellowship period. Others were invited to congre-
gate in small groups around the rocking chairs to 
hear stories: various themes could be suggested, if 
desired, such as "a visit to my grandparents house," 
"my first school experiences," "games we played at 
school," "life on our farm," "a trip to town when I 
was young," "a frightening experience f rom my 
childhood," "a happy day when I was young," "our 
first car (or radio)," "courting days," "my first job," 
"our first home," or many other themes that would 
evoke memories to share meaningful happenings. 
In some communities, intergenerational choirs 
are formed involving older persons and elementary 
or junior high age youth to sing together to promote 
better understanding and to learn to enjoy each 
other's music and songs. Some schools provide 
opportunities for children to invite grandparents to 
visit and to share in the school lunch. Some nutri-
tion sites provide special dinners for grandparents 
and grandchildren. Such exchanges also often 
involve adopt-a-grandparent programs where chil-
dren visit nursing homes and remember older 
friends there, or foster grandparent programs to 
recognize the special contributions of foster grand-
parents in school and head start programs. Some 
camps offer special grandparents/grandchildren 
weekends. News media feature elderly celebrities. 
"Write your grandparents week" is featured in 
some schools, or poster contests to illustrate the 
special love grandparents and grandchildren share, 
or essay contests to honor the elderly and tell special 
feelings about grandparents. Celebrations can in-
volve exhibits, talent shows, visits to nursing homes, 
or extended family gatherings which celebrate the 
importance of grandparents. Some youth groups 
plan special escort or handyman services to assist 
and honor grandparents. Many opportunities can 
be provided to recognize and honor the special 
significance of grandparents in observance of this 
special National Grandparents Day, as well as at 
any time throughout the year. 
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version, and sanctification. There 
will be no particular emphasis in the 
order. These will be initiated by the 
Board of Bishops, approved by the 
Board of Administration Executive 
Committee, edited by Ray Zercher, 
and finally approved by the General 
Secretary. 
We will begin the series with a 
brochure on the issue of "Violence" 
written by pastor Glenn Dalton of 
Harrisburg. More will be coming. 
To begin, we will send each church a 
modest number of brochures and 
then more can be ordered f rom 
Evangel Press. We encourage pas-
tors to share these papers, which will 
be helpful material for both long-
time and new people in our churches. 
We also welcome your comments 
and response. We believe the series 
of Accents and Issues will be guide-
lines to help sort through the moral 
issues of our time. Some of them will 
also help us keep the distinctive 
accents of our brotherhood. 
Don Shafer is General Secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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A cloud with a 
silver lining 
by Rosalie Fraser 
Our family was one week and 
hundreds of miles into a month-long 
summer vacation. Driving a brand 
new Chevrolet pickup with only 
3,000 miles on it, and still hundreds 
of miles f rom our destination, we 
found ourselves in a city where we 
knew no one. Suddenly, trauma 
struck! An accident on 1-84 in Cald-
well, Idaho, early on a Sunday morn-
ing—broken glass, smashed fenders, 
police, ambulance, fire engine, tow 
trucks. 
Flying luggage and a large cooler 
awakened our two sons sleeping in 
the back of the pickup. One son hurt 
his back and was taken by ambu-
lance to the nearby hospital for x-
rays and examination. The two of us 
in the cab were saved f rom flying 
through the windshield because we 
were wearing our seat belts. Miracu-
lously, at the beginning of our trip, 
Peter had started wearing a seat belt 
faithfully for the first time in his life. 
Two hours later, the truck had 
been towed away, undrivable. Our 
son was sore, but x-rays showed no 
p e r m a n e n t damage . (Praise the 
Lord!) He was about to be released 
f rom the emergency room. We were 
sitting in a daze. What do we do? 
Where do we go? Whom can we call? 
How can we get the truck fixed? 
How and when can we get on to 
Seattle? We wondered aloud if any-
one f rom Caldwell was in the Men-
nonite Your Way Directory, then 
remembered that Evangelical Friends 
had lots of churches in Idaho. Mean-
M 
Rosalie Fraser is a staff member of New 
Hope Ministries in Dillsburg, Pa. Her hus-
band Peter teaches chemistry at Messiah 
College. They attend the Grantham Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
while, a nurse brought a telephone 
book opened to "churches" in the 
Yellow Pages to show us the number 
for the local Mennonite church. The 
next column over listed Friends 
Churches, and Greenleaf (which we 
recalled as a strong Friends com-
munity with a Friends High School 
Academy) was listed with the pas-
tor's name. 
Peter made a brief phone call: 
"We're from Pennsylvania where I 
teach at Messiah College . . . we 
just had an accident in Caldwell on 
our way to Seattle . . . we had 
attended a Friends meeting in Seat-
tle several years." The reply: "Give 
me five minutes to work on this." A 
return call: "I'll be there in 15 min-
utes. You can come and stay with 
us." 
Paul, the pastor, picked us up at 
the emergency room, took us to the 
lot where our truck had been towed 
to get some of our luggage, then 
drove us to Greenleaf to his home. 
We were shown three bedrooms we 
were to use and told to "make our-
selves at home." Paul apologized for 
Kay, his wife, not being there—she 
was teaching Sunday school—then 
excused himself for the morning 
worship service which was to begin 
in a few minutes (he had a sermon to 
preach). 
We took time to briefly collect o 4 v Evangelical Visitor 
ourselves, get Travis settled into bed 
with his sore back, and change 
clothes. We felt a strong need to get 
over to the church (one and a half 
blocks away) and praise God that 
none of us had been seriously injured. 
During the service Paul made a brief 
announcement about a family f rom 
Pennsylvania that had been in an 
accident in Caldwell. After the ser-
vice, we were greeted by several peo-
ple. One couple came up and chatted 
a few minutes, then offered us their 
car to continue our trip to Seattle. 
We didn't exactly know how to 
respond. 
Sunday afternoon we tried to con-
tact the insurance company (wait 
until Monday morning), and tried to 
call Greyhound Bus Lines for a pos-
sible schedule to continue our trip to 
Seattle (no answer). Meanwhile, 
Paul and Kay kept reassuring us that 
they wanted the blessing of having 
our family stay with them. Kay 
reminded us of a Bible verse: "Be not 
forgetful to entertain strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares" (Hebrews 13:2 KJV). We 
weren't convinced that was the situa-
tion, but we did derive comfort f rom 
the verse on their desk calendar for 
that day: "And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 
4:7 KJV). At the Sunday evening 
service, again we received the offer 
to use their car f rom the Lathams. 
Monday we finally were able to 
con tac t the insurance company 
claims office, and made arrange-
ments for an appraiser to see the 
damage and for the truck to be 
towed to a GM garage for repairs 
(which would take at least 10 days). 
We even had a surprise visit f rom the 
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driver of the other car in the accident 
who came to see how our injured son 
was doing. Meanwhile, church peo-
ple sent in food to help feed us, and 
we tried to help around the house 
and yard (Doug mowed lawn). 
Another church family invited us to 
their nearby farm for dinner and a 
tour of the beautiful Snake River 
valley, known as Treasure Valley, 
with many farms and orchards. 
There was even horseback riding for 
the boys and a chance to meet a 
half-coyote dog. (Later Doug was to 
tell us that our stay in Greenleaf was 
the best part of our vacation.) That 
afternoon we finally realized that the 
Lathams really wanted us to borrow 
their car. We were absolutely over-
whelmed when they brought it over 
to where we were staying! Paul said 
that wasn't unusual for them; they 
feel their car and all they have 
belongs to the Lord. 
Tuesday morning Peter signed 
papers at the body shop for the truck 
repairs, and discovered that the 
manager of the body shop attended 
another Friends Church in a nearby 
town! (Who better to trust to fix our 
truck?) By noon we were ready to 
leave for Seattle. Paul and Kay told 
us they would be gone to Yearly 
Meeting the next week, but we should 
plan to stay at their house again 
when we came back to get the 
repaired truck. In fact, if we got 
there the day before their planned 
arrival, we should ask the neighbor 
for the key to the house. Also, they 
wanted us to greet the Friends in 
Seattle for them. They had pastored 
that church for several years before 
we started attending there, and knew 
several of the people we were plan-
ning to visit. 
So we traveled to Seattle in the 
borrowed car and, after 10 days and 
1,400 miles, we returned to Green-
leaf on a Thursday night. The next 
afternoon (after another visit to the 
farm and more lawn mowing and 
gardening) we were able to pick up 
the truck, looking like new. We 
returned the borrowed car that eve-
ning, still totally awed by the gener-
osity of the Lathams and knowing 
we could never properly thank them. 
However, the story of that generos-
ity and the friendship and caring 
which had been shown to us at 
Greenleaf was a strong testimony to 
all the people we had visited in Seat-
tle, as it was also to our relatives 
whom we visited in Minnesota on 
our return trip to Pennsylvania. 
We left Greenleaf on Saturday 
morning with deep gratitude to Paul 
and Kay, still asking how they could 
do so much for strangers. Paul's 
reply: "You weren't strangers, just 
friends we hadn't met." 
We feel we were really blessed to 
meet those Friends in Greenleaf, 
Idaho, although we certainly would 
have preferred to do it under better 
circumstances. God does work in 
strange ways. We wonder what might 
have happened if our accident had 
occurred elsewhere. Most of all, 
knowing we can never repay or 
thank them enough for helping us, 
we truly pray that we can be as lov-
ing and giving to someone else in 
time of need, that we will be able 
someday to "pass it on." Perhaps 
that was God's plan for us all along! 
We realize and rejoice that we bene-
fited f rom a demonstration of God's 
church at work, with people doing as 
he intended. For sure, if there ever 
was a cloud with a silver lining, our 





Based on a true experience 
It was a beautiful evening when I 
left the house. I probably could get 
in nine holes of golf before it gets 
dark, I thought as I drove across 
town. 
Sycamore Lane came and went. 
That was the street I always turned 
on if I was going to the golf course. 
The driving range was still ahead of 
me, though. Occasionally I'd stop 
there and hit a bucket of balls. It 
wasn't as involved as playing a game, 
and I wouldn't need a partner. 
I was tempted but drove past the 
driving range, glancing at the name 
Alan Cliburn is a freelance writer who 
lives in Van Nuys, Calif. 
by Alan Cliburn 
and address on the clipboard next to 
me. 
"William Simpson, 1607 Meadow 
Grove Avenue." 
I was visitation chairman for the 
adult Sunday-school department at 
church and often wound up going 
out by myself. Lately everyone else 
had been too busy. 
On some nights I felt the same 
way—especially this particular night. 
Bill Simpson had been going to the 
church even longer than I had. He 
had fallen off his roof and broken a 
leg. That was the reason for his 
recent absence in Sunday school. 
Still, he was listed as an absentee, 
and that required a call. 
A slight smile toyed with my lips. 
I'd keep my visit short—wouldn't 
want to tire oF Bill after all—and 
stop at the driving range on the way 
home! Nothing wrong with that, I 
thought. It wasn't my fault that there 
was only one name on the list. 
Bill's leg was propped up, and he 
was watching TV when I got there. 
He seemed a little surprised to see 
me. 
"Didn't really expect anybody to 
come way out here," he said. 
"Well, we wanted to let you know 
that you're missed," I replied. "How 
is the leg?" 
"The doctor's real pleased with 
how it's coming," he answered. "Of 
course it wasn't a bad break. Say, 
how long can you stay, Jim? Lenore 
was talking about whipping up a lit-
tle h o m e m a d e ice c ream later , 
and—" 
"Thanks," I interrupted quickly, 
"but I have to get going pretty soon." 
"Do you have many people to see 
tonight?" he asked. 
"No, not many," I replied truth-
fully, not wanting to admit that his 
was the only name on my list. 
"Good," he said, "there's a man 
here in the neighborhood that I wish 
you would visit. His name's Foley— 
Ed Foley. He was banged up pretty 
bad in a car accident three weeks 
ago, so you'd have a captive audi-
ence. 
"You mean just go barging into a 
stranger's house?" I questioned. It 
wasn't really the type of visitation I 
did. "Maybe the preacher should call 
on him." 
"He would'nt let a minister near 
the place," Bill said. "But you and he 
have something in common; he's a 
golf nut, too." 
I winced at that expression. It 
wasn't one of my favorites. Still, it 
did give us something in common. 
A few minutes later I was standing 
on his porch, feeling slightly out of 
place. It was one thing to visit people 
I knew; it was quite different visiting 
somebody who had never heard of 
me before. I prayed briefly, then 
rang the bell. 
"Who is it?" a voice demanded. 
"Jim Harmon." I said loudly. "I— o 6 v Evangelical Visitor 
I'm a golfer." It sounded stupid as 
the words left my mouth, but at least 
it worked. 
"Come in," Mr. Foley instructed 
I opened the door and entered the 
house. A hospital bed was set up in 
the living room, and there was Mr. 
Foley. He was a man probably in his 
mid-fifties. 
"A golfer, eh?" he questioned, puff-
ing on a black cigar. "Don't believe 
I've ever heard of a Jim Harmon." 
I grinned. "Actually I'm not fa-
mous, I just enjoy the game." 
"Me, too," he replied. "Or at least 
I did." He indicated his physical 
condition. "What are you doing here, 
Harmon? You don't sell golf equip-
ment, do you?" 
"Oh, no, nothing like that," I 
assured him. 
"Good," he said, "I've been pes-
tered by one salesman after another, 
ever since I've been laid up." He 
looked at me. "What do you want?" 
"We have a mutual friend on the 
block," I explained. "I was visiting 
him tonight, and he suggested that I 
come over and get acquainted— 
since we both play golf." 
Mr. Foley frowned. "Friend? On 
this block? Don't have any. Who do 
you mean?" 
"Bill Simpson," I answered. "He 
lives just down—" 
"I know where Simpson lives," he 
interrupted. "No friend of mine. 
Always spouting religion. Invited 
me to church once! Me! I told him 
where to go. If you're a friend of 
his—" 
" M r . Foley, I've been having 
trouble with my swing lately," I said. 
"Maybe you could give me a few 
pointers." I got into position and 
held it. 
"I think I see your trouble," he 
replied. "Can't tell much this way, 
though. Get my clubs out of that 
closet." 
I stayed with Mr. Foley for nearly 
an hour, discussing golf. He really 
did know a lot about the game, and I 
soon got used to the cigar smoke. It 
didn't seem right to leave without at 
least mentioning my faith, though. 
"Well, I'd better be going now," I 
told him finally. "I'll be praying for 
you." 
"Praying for me? ' he snorted. 
"Don't tell me you believe that stuff!" 
"Sure do ," I said. "Jesus can 
change a person's life." 
He shook his head disgustedly. 
"You can leave now." 
"Okay," I agreed. "But I'll be 
back. I'll bring my clubs next time. 
Just got some new ones." 
He didn't respond. 
Again and again I returned to his 
house, and we got along fine until I 
mentioned Christianity, or anything 
even remotely connected to it. Then 
he'd get very loud and profane, and 
I'd leave shortly thereafter. 
"What do you have against Jesus 
Christ?" I asked one day. We had 
become fairly good friends by then. 
He puffed on his smelly cigar fur-
iously, studying me at the same time. 
"Phonies , " he answered finally. 
"Those churchgoers are nothing but 
a bunch of phonies. Always talking 
about love and helping others, but 
that's all it is—talk!" 
"Well, I'm sure there are some like 
that," I agreed. "But according to the 
Bible, we're supposed to show our 
love for others in a tangible way, just 
as Jesus did when He died for our 
sins and rose again." 
"Nothing personal, Harmon," he 
told me, "but I don't buy that. You'll 
have to excuse me now. I'm getting 
sleepy. Religion always puts me to 
sleep." 
I glanced at him before I left. The 
nurse assigned to him probably did a 
good job taking care of his medical 
needs, but she sadly overlooked his 
appearance. 
When I returned to the Foley 
house a day or so later, I had some 
equipment with me—other than golf 
clubs. 
"What's that?" he wanted to know. 
"It's hot outside," I told him. 
"Sure is," he agreed, scratching his 
beard. "But what . . T 
"I'm giving you a shave," I an-
nounced, opening the kit and taking 
out all the necessary supplies. "I 
think you'll be more comfortable 
without all those whiskers." 
He stared at me in disbelief. 
"You're kidding! You're going to 
shave me?" 
"I may not be licensed by the 
state," I admitted with a grin, "but 
I've had lots of experience!" 
He didn't say much while I was 
shaving him, which was just as well. 
I kept hoping he'd put out the cigar, 
too, but that was expecting too 
much. 
I didn't talk, either. I had shaved 
my own face a few thousand times, 
but shaving somebody else's was a 
different thing altogether. I nicked 
him a couple times, but he kept 
quiet. 
It made quite a change. He liked 
the way it felt and looked. 
"Thanks a lot, Jim," he said. 
"What do I owe you?" 
"Not a thing," I replied. "I did it 
because of God's love." 
"Huh?" 
"You were talking the other day 
about Christians being phonies and 
not helping others in need," I ex-
plained. "I shaved you to prove that 
you're wrong. This is my day off, 
and there were lots of other things I 
could've done—including playing 
golf—but I decided that spending 
this time with you was more impor-
tant. A few weeks ago I didn't even 
know you. Today I shaved you— 
only because I'm a Christian." 
He shrugged. "Maybe. Or maybe 
it was because we're friends." 
"But that's just it Ed," I went on. 
"We wouldn't be friends if it weren't 
for Jesus. I wouldn't even have cared 
enough to meet you." 
"And suppose I told you to get out 
and never come back?" he asked. 
"God doesn't force His salvation 
on anyone," I replied. "It's a free gift, 
but only to those who accept it. 
Well, I'd better be going now." 
"Not so fast," he said. "I have a 
few more questions. I never met a 
Christian I liked before!" 
My friendship with Ed Foley con-
tinued and grew all the while he was 
recuperating. I shaved him many 
more times, and each time that sim-
ple act seemed to touch his heart. 
I was with Ed when he was well 
enough to be up and on crutches. 
With my wife on one side and me on 
the other, we escorted him down the 
aisle of our church. It meant more to 
me than a hole in one. A lot more. • 
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The glory of 
the grind 
Today let us explore God's view of work 
in acrostic form: 
Work—what is it? 
Opportunities—opportunities that work 
affords. 
Rewards—the rewards of work. And 
Kudos—the kudos or approval of others 
on your performance. 
Work 
Mark Twain once said, "Work is 
what you do when you'd rather be 
doing something else." A certain 
percentage of the labor force can 
hardly wait until five o'clock so they 
may go and do what they really want 
to do. Some have a sign on their desk 
which reads "TGIF." There's no 
basic harm in joking about thanking 
God it is Friday, but if that is a 
worker 's basic philosophy, there 
needs to be some exposure to the 
At the Grantham (Pa.) congregation's 
Evening of Appreciation for its Christian 
education workers earlier this year. Esther 
Snyder (a former member at Grantham who 
now attends the Manor congregation) spoke 
on "The Glory of the Grind." Her talk was 
creatively adapted from a sermon preached 
by her late husband, Paul Snyder, in Sep-
tember, 1983. That sermon is reprinted here 
with her permission as a tribute to her 
husband. 
unemployed who yearn to work. 
And yearn is not too strong a term. 
Ask the unemployed! 
For the Christian, work is a divine 
calling.The biblical plan for work is 
that work in essence is a form of 
worship—it is witness—it is will. 
The Apostle Paul says, "Whether 
you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do it all for the glory of God" (1 Cor. 
10:31). The way I work is a strong 
indication of how I relate to God. 
Even though work sometimes is dull 
and depressing, the Christian real-
izes it as a way to bring honor and 
glory to God. You might call it "The 
Glory of the Grind"—making the 
common routine of life a glory to 
God. 
Work—what is it? The attitudes 
toward work range from the ironic 
lament that work is a necessary 
evil—the consequence of sin—to the 
eulogizing of the village blacksmith 
by Paul Snyder 
whose limp was caused by the vicious 
horse that didn't understand the 
dignity of work. A little boy, when 
asked his favorite Bible story, re-
plied. "The one where they loafed 
and fished." 
The Christian at t i tude toward 
work is that it is a gift f rom God—a 
divine calling. God's mandate f rom 
the beginning of creation was, "Re-
plenish the earth and subdue it," or 
simply put, "Work!" The conse-
quence of sinning was not the estab-
lishment of work, but the establish-
ment of sweat on the brow while you 
work. Aren't there times when you'd 
like to wring Adam and Eve's necks 
for disobedience? Especially when 
work seems burdensome and dif-
ficult. 
Opportunities 
Work is not only a divine calling, 
but a productive activity. Work is o 8 v Evangelical Visitor 
exertion directed to produce. Work 
is a task toward a goal. This trite tale 
bears repeating. Three workers, when 
approached by a reporter who asked 
what they were doing gave signifi-
cantly different replies. The first 
said, "I'm earning $ 10 an hour." The 
second said, "I'm cutting stones." 
The third said, "I'm building a ca-
thedral." 
The opportunities are: First, to work 
with and for God. St. Paul talked 
about being God's co-worker. Unless 
our work means more than a pay-
check, it will be only that. In a 
museum in Germany, there is an oil 
lamp upon which is inscribed: "Made 
by Hans Schmidt, a servant of the 
Most High." One day Ann Wil-
liams, first cellist of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra, was asked in 
a TV interview: "What would you 
want as an epitaph on your tomb-
stone?" She replied, "Ann Williams 
played the cello to the glory of God." 
Cotton Mather, an 18th century 
parson, said, "Every godly person 
has two challenges: first, to serve 
God; and then to serve his fellow-
men through work." 
Secondly, work is the instrument 
which affords us the opportunity of 
serving others. Children worked hard 
and long on a ca rdboa rd club-
house—a place to meet in solemn 
assembly, or just to laugh or play or 
fool around. But they decided they 
needed rules for whatever they did 
and this is what they came up with: 
"Nobody acts big. Nobody acts small. 
Everybody acts medium." Not bad 
theology. 
Hear what Matthew 20:26-27 says: 
"Whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first must 
be your slave." Wow! Serving each 
other makes us great and places us at 
the top. In this dog-eat-dog world 
where we need to get ahead, is there 
not even a trace in the Christian of 
"I'm in charge here!" or "I want you 
to know I'm the boss"? The word 
"servant" conjures up mental images 
of creatures without will or purpose 
in life—bent over, crushed in spirit, 
and lacking self-esteem. But authen-
tic servanthood as Christ defined it 
in Mark 10 says, "Even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve." Colonel James B. Irwin, 
former astronaut, said, "As I was 
returning to earth, I realized that I 
was a servant, not a celebrity." He 
was humbled by the goodness of 
God for the opportunities of work as 
an astronaut. This is not always true 
in the Christian world. 
Leadership and servanthood in 
work have a tricky twist very often. 
An apocryphal story is told of a 
hardworking Carthusian monk, ex-
plaining to a stranger the different 
classes of work the Jesuits per-
formed. He said, "Now the Francis-
cans excel in good works; the Do-
minicans are much better preachers; 
and when it comes to humility, we're 
tops!" 
Rewards 
Now let us consider the rewards of 
work for Christians. The number 
one reward is acceptance by God. 
Second Corinthians 5:9 explains, 
"We make it our goal to please him." 
At the end of Paul's life, as the cur-
tains were about to be drawn, he 
said, "I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. Now there is in store for me 
the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day" (2 Tim. 
4:7-8). Contrast this with Albert 
Einstein's evaluation of life when he 
said, "If I had my life to live over, I'd 
be a peddler, or a plumber." Or even 
King Saul, after flagrant disobedi-
ence and requesting his soldiers to 
kill him, took the spear and, before 
thrusting it through his own body, 
said, "I've played the fool." 
Another reward is being able to 
give to others in need. Ephesians 
4:28 says, "Work, doing something 
useful with [your] hands, that [you] 
may have something to share with 
those in need." 
A third reward is satisfaction re-
ceived in work. Bob Burdette wrote, 
"Work gives you an appetite for 
your meals, solidarity to your slum-
ber, and appreciation for a holiday." 
Michelangelo said, "It is only well 
with me when I have a chisel in my 
hand." Ecclesiastes 3:13 says, "That 
every man may eat and drink, and 
find satisfaction in all his toil—this is 
the gift of God." 
A fourth reward is an inheritance. 
The Word of God promises, "Know 
that you will receive an inheritance 
f rom the Lord as a reward. It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving" (Col. 
3:24). Jesus himself said, "Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance. . . . What-
ever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for 
me" (Matt. 25:34,40). The Word of 
God says, "If anyone gives a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones 
because he is my disciple, I tell you 
the truth, he will certainly not lose 
his reward" (Matt. 10:42). 
Kudos 
And finally the K of the acrostic— 
for kudos received. Every June and 
July, Time and Newsweek carry lists of 
kudos—Yale may recognize Jerry 
Ford; or Harvard, Secretary of State 
Schultz, etc. In 1 Thessalonians 
4:11-12, Christians are admonished 
to work so that our daily lives may 
win the respect of people who are 
not Christian, and so that we may 
not be dependent on anybody. In the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said 
that we should let our light shine 
before people so that they may see 
our good works and praise our 
Father in heaven. The glory of the 
grind. Most of all, the final praise 
will come from God himself: "Well 
done, good and faithful servant" 
(Matt. 25:21). 
So, what is work? It is God's gift 
to you. Work opportunities give you 
a chance to work with and for God, 
and to work with and for your fel-
lowman. Diligence in work per-
formed will win you acceptance by 
God for your work. It will enable 
you to have, in order to give. It will 
bring satisfaction in your toil. It will 
give you an inheritance by God. And 
finally, it will afford you praise f rom 
God. 
So, back to work—in the home, 
in the office, in all your activities of 
life. "Do all to the glory of God." 
Remember! It can be for you "the 
glory of the grind." • 
August 1985 9 
"I should put something into life, 
not just take." 
The discussion in the adult Sun-
day school class ventured into the 
area of careers and Christianity. 
Jared Hoover blurted, "As Bishop 
M. G. Engle used to say, 'You don't 
have to farm to be a Christian, but 
that's the best thing.' " The chuckles 
abounded. A few in the class were 
farmers. Most were not. Someone 
else said, "Now where have we heard 
that before?" It was not the first time 
the tanned farmer with the salt and 
pepper hair had shared that quote 
with the class. As the chuckles sub-
sided, a woman said, "Sure, Jared, 
we'll humor you. Farming is the best 
thing anyone can do." More chuckles. 
Gail Charman is the wife of Rev. Roger 
Charman, recently assigned as pastor of the 
Diamond Bar congregation in southern Cali-
fornia. When this article (the second place 
winner in the Visitor writing contest) was 
written, the Charmans were the pastoral 
couple in the Abilene, Kans., congregation. o 10 
That glimpse into Sunday school 
class may give you the idea that 
Jared is proud to be a farmer. If you 
are not sure, stand with him in the 
middle of one of his wheat, oat, or 
milo fields and you will see his face 
reveal his love for the land. As a 
farmer, Jared gives to the land and 
takes from it every year. This physi-
cal give and take interestingly repre-
sents Jared's philosophy of life. "A 
guy has no right to be idle," Jared 
says. "Life is only what you make it. 
I should put something into life, not 
just take." Jared exemplifies this phi-
losophy with his family, his church, 
his work, and his community. 
Jared is midwest stock f rom way 
back. Born in the fall of 1939 to 
Alvin and Naomi Hoover, Jared 
was their firstborn, a fifth generation 
Kansan. He grew up just across the 
road from where he now lives with 
his wife Betty and their three daugh-
ters, Sandy, Annette, and Amy. They 
by Mrs. Gail Charman 
live in the community of Moonlight, 
just 10 miles northeast of the Abilene 
Brethren in Christ Church, which 
they now attend. Moonlight is full of 
Brethren in Christ history. The Jared 
Hoover farm is adjacent to the Bethel 
cemetery, the site of the now torn 
down Bethel Church. The Peter Bert 
farm was located across the road 
west of the cemetery. Jared's house 
was owned by his Grand fa the r 
Hoover and used for several years as 
the Bethel Church parsonage. 
While growing up in Moonlight, 
Jared, his brother, and three sisters 
attended school for the first eight 
grades in a one-room schoolhouse. 
Jared had a happy youth both in and 
outside of school. But even as a very 
young child his happiest times were 
spent helping his father on the farm. 
He enjoyed the stories he was told 
about his farmer ancestors. One 
such story was about the days when 
his great grandfather farmed. Abi-
v Evangelical Visitor 
lene was an active cow town at that 
time. The cowboys were quite wild 
when they came to Abilene. For 
some reason they would not let the 
farmers walk in town with their 
boots on. If the farmers did have 
their boots on, the cowboys would 
shoot at their feet. 
Jared's sophomore year of high 
school was spent at the Brethren in 
Christ owned Jabbok Bible School. 
The school closed the end of that 
year. With a chuckle Jared says, 
"They said after I went, 'well if that's 
the kind of kids we're going to have, 
let's close 'er down.' " 
After attending Messiah College 
for two years, Jared joined PAX, the 
Mennonite Central Committee ser-
vice organization working in Europe. 
Spending four months in Bechter-
dissen, Bielefeld, Germany, he helped 
in the construction of homes and a 
church. Then Jared spent 18 months 
in the Aridea Valley of northern 
Greece where he worked in raising 
poultry. Twenty years later, in August 
of 1980, Jared returned to Greece 
with Betty, Sandy, and Annette. He 
was excited to see the results of his 
earlier work. 
Beginning in 1961, Jared spent 
three years at Kansas State Univer-
sity. He graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in agricultural 
economics. While still in university, 
he and Betty Myers were married. 
For the next two years Betty worked 
as a nurse. Jared laughs as he recalls 
that Betty's salary for one year sup-
ported both of them, bought feed for 
some cattle, and planted a wheat 
crop. Today things are different. The 
economy these past few years has 
been especially hard on the farmers. 
There are fewer farmers now and 
those who do farm have to keep 
farming more land all the time in 
order to make ends meet. Jared now 
farms about 1650 acres and owns 
about 500 head of cattle. He is very 
pleased to have been able to pur-
chase the Peter Bert farm. There is a 
special feeling about being able to 
keep it in the family. 
Jared attended the Bethel Church 
f rom the time of his birth until it 
closed. As a child, his life was cen-
tered around the church. At home 
Jared used to play "church" with his 
brothers and sisters. On one occa-
sion his parents overheard them. As 
they played at "praying," one of 
them said, "Dear Jesus . . ." to 
which Jared was quick to command, 
"That's not the way you are sup-
posed to do it. You say, 'Our 
Father.' " As an adult Jared has 
given to the church in many ways. 
Presently he is the Sunday school 
Superintendent and the Assistant 
Chorister at the Abilene Church. He 
is also serving on the Midwest Board 
of Directors and the Kansas Men-
nonite Disaster Board. 
Not only does Jared keep busy on 
the farm and for the church, but over 
the years he has been very involved 
in community work. At this time he 
is serving as Republican Commit-
teeman for Hays Township, he is on 
the tax committee for the Kansas 
Livestock Association, and is Presi-
dent of the Chapman District School 
Board. 
As busy a man as Jared is, one 
might wonder whether he takes time 
for his family. According to them 
the answer is yes. He enjoys spend-
ing time with them either on the 
farm, at fairs, eating out, or just 
relaxing at home. 
Jared is not a big man in stature. 
He is medium height and build, has 
wire rimmed glasses and a smile that 
invites friendship. Friends note that 
Jared loves to tease and often comes 
up with one-liners that always makes 
others laugh. Well, almost always! 
One does not have to know Jared 
well to know that he loves to laugh. 
He is a caring man in an unobtrusive 
way. Several people have mentioned 
that he was one of the first people in 
the church to make them feel wel-
come. Jared considers himself a con-
servative both politically and social-
ly. He speaks intelligently about 
issues about which he feels strongly. 
He sees to it that others know his 
viewpoint. If you disagree with him, 
Jared will often try to persuade you 
to see things his way. 
It is clear that his inherent belief 
that idleness is wrong, is something 
that he preaches through the exam-
ple he sets in his own daily life. For 
the most part, that daily life for 
Jared Hoover has been a joy. How-
ever, he has not been without hard 
times and tragedy. A very difficult 
year for Jared was 1974. It was an 
extremely dry year and he lost much 
of his crop and some cattle. In the 
spring, tragedy struck Jared and 
Betty when they lost their infant 
daughter a few days after her birth. 
It was during this time that Jared 
received special strength f rom Phi-
lippians 4:4-6. From the Living Bible 
we read, "Always be full of joy in the 
Lord; I say it again, rejoice! Let ev-
eryone see that you are unselfish and 
considerate in all you do. Remember 
that the Lord is coming soon. Don't 
worry about anything; instead, pray 
about everything; tell God your needs 
and don't forget to thank him for his 
answers." That Scripture has come 
to mean a great deal to Jared. As he 
strives to make these verses a reality, 
Jared keeps up the family tradition 
of farming. One thing has changed, 
though, since his great grandfather's 
day. When he goes into Abilene, 
Jared can wear his boots without 
fear of getting his toes shot off. • 
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New opportunities 
for sharing Jesus 
in Thailand 
.by Greg Rider 
In Thailand, the home of 47.3 mil-
lion Buddhists, Christian missionary 
enterprises are diminishing. Al-
though various evangelical minis-
tries have flourished here (i.e. radio, 
literature, medical), the more than 
1,000 foreign missionaries are grad-
ually and involuntarily voicing their 
farewells to this land, a result of 
changing governmental policies con-
cerning missionaries. Yet, the people 
are still very needy for spiritual food. 
Buddhism serves as the state reli-
gion with 95 percent of the Thai 
people considering themselves Bud-
Greg Rider is completing a year of volun-
tary service at the Mount Joy (Pa.) missions 
office where he has served as an administra-
tive assistant. Photos by Thomas H. White, 
used by permission of The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance. 
dhists. Four percent claim Islam as 
their religion, one percent Christian-
ity. Although Christianity is re-
garded as a buffer against commu-
nism, the constitutional monarchi-
cal government today is closing its 
doors to traditional foreign mission-
aries. 
Among the nationals themselves 
is an outward tolerance of the gospel 
message, but a lack of real concern 
for inwardly absorbing its truth. 
And this has proved the rule ever 
since American missionaries began 
planting the seeds of the gospel in the 
1800's. The Presbyterians who were 
some of the first to begin work 
among the Thais did not see their 
first convert until after being there 
for 19 years. During 1843, mission-
aries produced a Siamese translation 
of the New Testament, an event that 
contributed to the extension of Chris-
tianity. Yet work overall was and is 
even today hard with rewards often 
unforseeable. Stephen Neill writes in 
A History of Christian Missions 
regarding these early missionaries: 
"All the missions had the same ex-
perience—friendliness, good will, 
and an almost unalterable repug-
nance to the idea of conversion; the 
progress in all the churches was very 
slow." An article in World Christian 
magazine states that "most (Thais) 
who have become Christians have 
done so only after hearing the gospel 
many times—one missionary esti-
mated an average of 17 times." 
Who then are these Thai people 
and what is their country like? About 
the size of Texas, this southeast 
Asian province used to be known as 
Siam. Today, the const i tut ional 
monarchy form of government is 
headed by King Bhumibol Adulya-
dej and Prime Minister Prem Tinsu-
lanond. A population of 49.8 million 
people inhabit the 73 provinces of 
the Kingdom of Thailand. Thais and 
Chinese comprise the major ethnic 
groups as well as the major lan-
guages spoken throughout the coun-
try. The Thai cultural group further 
subdivides into Thai-Lao, and the 
Khmer people groups along with 
tribal peoples Shan and Karim in the 
western sector. About 75 percent of 
these citizens farm the fertile agricul-
tural land where rice is a major 
export. 
Although these poor, semiliterate 









population, great numbers of people 
also flock to the Thai urban centers. 
Believing that the city is in need of 
the gospel as well as the rural areas, 
Brethren in Christ Missions is en-
deavoring to sponsor missionaries to 
Bangkok, Thailand. We have already 
helped place professional personnel 
e l sewhere overseas as medica l 
workers and teachers. And through 
the work of our International Place-
ment Service in cooperation with 
Global Opportunities (an organiza-
tion that provides information on 
overseas secular jobs with opportu-
nities for ministry), we hope to send 
professionals to Bangkok. These pro-
fessional positions are ideal oppor-
tunities for contact with persons 
who may never have heard the true 
gospel. 
As such self-supporting mission-
aries come to this city where all the 
different Thai, Chinese, and foreign 
peoples of Thailand interact, they 
can form a nucleus of expatriates 
who would serve the Lord together 
(next page, please) 
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Bangkok, Thailand—Into 
this great urban center, 
Brethren in Christ Missions 
hopes to send missionaries 





by Pramod Roul with Phil Byers 
in witnessing, leading Bible studies, 
and bringing people into fellowship 
with Christ. There are few mission 
organizations serving specifically in 
Bangkok, so Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions hopes to send personnel there, 
in accordance with our goal to serve 
where the needs are greatest. 
Bangkok itself is a diverse, spraw-
ling city, located in southcentral 
Thailand on the Chao Phraya River. 
The Thais call the city Krung Thep 
which means "city of the angels." 
The city and its suburbs lie on both 
banks of the river, and streams and 
canals meander through the city. 
Like most capital cities, Bangkok 
houses the commercial and ethnic-
cultural centers of the country. It 
also serves as a transportation cen/ 
ter: its a i rpor t serves airlines to 
Europe, Africa, North America, and 
Australia while its rail service is the 
largest (and only international) rail-
road network in southeast Asia with 
service to four countries. 
Into this great urban center, Breth-
ren in Christ Missions hopes to send 
missionaries faithful to the Great 
Commission. We are currently pro-
cessing several professional persons 
interested in Bangkok. Once an ini-
tial group becomes established with-
in the city, other qualified personnel 
will join them. Although this overall 
ministry functions in the planning 
and processing stages now, it does 
constitute new soil where we aim to 
plant the seed of the gospel. 
Let us act in concerted prayer in 
response to this information about 
Thailand. As we encounter others 
interested in and qualified for service 
in such capacities in Bangkok, let us 
encourage them in their pursuit of 
God's will. The time is at hand and a 
harvest awaits us in Thailand. • 
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The Khondo villages are sur-
rounded by high mountains and 
thick forests, which they call jungles. 
Tigers, elephants and monkeys in-
habit those jungles. 
Much of the year the Khondo 
people spend their days in the jun-
gles foraging roots and seeds, their 
main source of food during India's 
dry season. Returning to the village 
in the evening, they bring out their 
homemade handia, a highly intoxi-
cating liquor, and they imbibe—not 
unlike their working counterparts 
th roughout the world. Everyone 
drinks: men, women, boys and girls. 
After their evening meal the entire 
village congregates for singing and 
dancing accompanied by the beating 
of drums. 
Early in 1984 a young Indian 
church planter, one of six on our 
Pramod Roul is a church planter in 
Orissa. He directs the church-planting activi-
ties of five other church planters in this state. 
team working in Orrisa, India, came 
in contact with this Khondo tribe 
located in southern and western Oris-
sa. Observing the great spiritual need, 
he brought these people to my atten-
tion. "They are simple-hearted to-
wards the creator of nature" he told 
me. We felt that this openness to the 
creator was a sign of God's direction 
for us to begin evangelistic work 
among these people. 
When the team of five church 
planters first came to this area, they 
could find no available shelter nor 
enough food to eat. But eventually a 
large family in one of the villages 
offered the team one room of their 
two-room shelter as a place to stay 
for a few months. From this base, 
the team moved out with the gospel 
to several neighboring villages. Many 
of the Khondo villages did not accept 
their message and they were driven 
out. But doors were opened to them 
in many other villages. Presently the 
church planters are working in teams 
v Evangelical Visitor 
the true God 
of two in three locations. Follow-up 
work is taking place in 21 villages; 
each is visited once every week. 
Group unity in Khondo villagers 
is very strong. Individualism is un-
common. Each village is governed 
by an elder called the Majhee. His 
opinions are highly regarded. Under-
standing the village to be one unit 
with the wise Majhee as its head, the 
Khondo villagers will follow the 
directions of the Majhee virtually 
without protest. 
Due to the authority of the Maj-
hee, his permission must be obtained 
before an evangelist may preach. If 
permission is granted, a villager will 
blow on a type of horn to call the 
villagers together to hear the evange-
list. Upon hearing the horn, they 
begin to finish what they are doing 
and head toward the meeting place. 
It may take as long as an hour till 
everyone arrives; some coming from 
the mountains and jungles. 
The evangelist then speaks to them 
about the purpose of the coming of 
the Lord Jesus who is the true and 
living God. He is for everyone and 
"he can be for you!" He is the creator 
of all. He forgives our sins, rescues 
us f rom hell, and gives us eternal life. 
In many villages this message has 
had a great impact because it offers 
so much more than their own reli-
gion. Their's is predominately a reli-
gion of fear. Sacrifices are an essen-
tial part of their worship, for it is 
believed that if sacrifices are not 
made, the gods will get angry. Their 
gods are represented by totem poles 
set up in a cluster. Unlike the artfully 
carved totem poles of North Ameri-
can Indians, these are simply several 
large, heavy poles planted vertically 
in the ground, sometimes with a 
strip of cloth tied at the top to 
represent the god of fertility. 
In each village a Jhani (priest) 
represents the people before the gods. 
He humors the gods by offering sac-
rifices on behalf of the village. Cattle 
and chickens are the most common 
things sacrificed. They live in great 
fear of their several gods, each re-
sponsible for different aspects of life. 
One provides food, another shelter, 
one causes illness, etc. 
Hearing that God wants to heal 
the sick has opened doors of recep-
tiveness in some villages. Eager to 
offer relief to suffering friends and 
family, villagers have brought all 
their sick to the evangelist for prayer. 
They have then invited the young 
man to return again and again to tell 
them about the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Most of the Khondos are dissatisfied 
with their gods to whom they must 
sacrifice much, even though they 
cannot afford to do so. They are 
seeking the true God who can save 
them from sickness since, due to 
poverty and poor diets, they suffer 
much f rom stomach pain and skin 
disease. 
The strength of village unity is 
most apparent when villagers make 
a commitment to Christ. For much 
of the world, this is an individual 
decision. In some places, whole fam-
ilies will make such a decision. But in 
Khondo villages the whole village 
decides. On a given day everyone 
f rom the Majhee to the children be-
gins to follow Christ. And by all 
appearances, it seems everyone is 
excited about the change and is 
eager to live according to God's 
Word. 
In order to learn God's Word, 
these people depend on the church 
planter, for not only is there no Bible 
in their language of Kui, but Kui has 
no script. Efforts are being made 
toward providing for the physical 
and educational needs of these peo-
ple as well. We praise the Lord for 
the prayers and support of many 
which have enabled our church-
planting team to reach these people 
whom God loves with the gospel of 
Christ. m 
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God at work in our world 
Brother Luis exercises his 
gifts 
Marshall S. Poe, Nicaragua 
Brother Luis did not seem very com-
fortable speaking to a group of visiting 
pastors and church leaders. It was now 
the second day of our regular bimonthly 
pastors' seminar in Zelaya, eastern Nica-
ragua. As is our custom, each partici-
pant is expected to pay a quota to help 
cover food costs for the three- or four-
day study. Brother Luis, in his country 
clothes and rubber boots, fumbled with 
his notebook and continued, "We are 
accustomed to watch night services here 
along with our regular services, but a 
seminar is new to us. It seemed to me 
that for awhile this afternoon there was 
only confusion while everyone spoke his 
mind and expressed his own opinion, 
but finally you came to an agreement." 
His analysis of our method of seeking 
discernment and unity really did not 
surprise or bother anyone present. 
He continued by telling the cost of the 
cow secured and slaughtered for the 
occasion. Mentally I figured that the 
cost per person would be much higher 
than ever before. I knew that meat prices 
had recently nearly doubled and other 
things were also more expensive. Brother 
Luis concluded the list of expenses with 
a sizeable total. There was silence while 
everyone waited for the total to be 
divided by the number of those present. 
However, before anyone could calculate 
this figure, Brother Luis' voice broke 
into our thoughts, "But don't worry; the 
bills have already been paid. We're just 
glad to have you here at our church." 
Brother Luis, humble farmer and treas-
urer of the local church at Las Minas de 
Kisilala, is not a pastor or a persuasive 
orator, but he is exercising his gifts of 
service and generosity for the glory of 
God. 
English to Navajo 
Ben Stoner, Navajo 
Since the beginning of Theological 
Education by Extension (TEE) in the 
southwest, participants have been talk-
ing about needing study materials in 
Navajo. We have been using all English 
texts. About a year ago several people 
began to translate Following Jesus by 
Jack Selfridge. We meet every Tuesday 
morning at 10:00 in the home of Frank 
and Pauline Eaton, 21 miles northwest 
of the mission. Sometimes there have 
been only three of us, other times as 
many as six. 
When we began this translation work, 
Pauline was the encourager of the group. 
She would often say, "Our people need 
this in Navajo." She continues to work 
faithfully every week and provides a 
meal for us. 
In July 1984, people at two different 
places asked to be taught how to write 
Navajo. They were working with the 
translation and so we turned our em-
phasis from translation to Navajo writ-
ing. Many Christians do not know how 
to read Navajo and very few know how 
to write their own language. We are con-
tinuing to translate, but now everyone 
writes everything we translate. As of 
now we have completed two weeks of 
study from the ten-week course. 
There are frustrating moments and 
hilarious times while translating and 
writing. Disagreements about how to 
say something in Navajo are resolved 
with patient explaining and rewording. 
Sometimes Nina Atencio from Chaco 
gives in to the translators from the Car-
son area. They pronounce some of their 
words differently. For instance, Carson 
people say "bi'deelt'e"' and the Cha-
coans say "bi'd/'/lt'e'." When others can-
not agree how to say something, John 
Peter Yazzie usually has the final say. 
The translators take turns writing on 
the chalkboard while the others assist by 
saying what letter or mark is next. When 
they think they have it, they ask me to 
read it. I pronounce what they have 
exactly as they have it. That can be hilar-
ious because one tone mark wrong can 
make a word sound very strange or even 
sound like another word. I keep pro-
nouncing it as they try to fix it until 
suddenly . . . "That's it!" 
About three months ago Priscilla 
Wero joined the group. She has taken 
on the job of typing the text in Navajo so 
we can read it to others and make cor-
rections. We are very glad for everyone 
who has had a part in the work. We pray 
that the final product will be very useful 
for the growth of the kingdom of God in 
Navajo Christians. When you think of 
us on Tuesdays, pray for us. 
Grappling with time, 
space, and need 
Dan Deyhle, Japan 
Nagoya Christians are really grap-
pling with the problem of slow growth 
and the need to develop better outreach. 
Since moving to the newly rented facil-
ity, we have been asking ourselves how 
the Sunday morning worship service fits 
into this. For two years we followed the 
traditional pattern of songs, Scripture, 
and sermon, but new people were not 
being added to our worship group, 
except a few who had had extensive per-
sonal contact outside the church. The 
few new people who did come in off the 
street rarely returned a second time. Lay 
leader Mr. Sugata decided to cut back 
his sermon time so that the fellowship 
and sharing time could be increased. To 
encourage first-timers to come again, 
members are taking turns greeting peo-
ple at the door and getting their names 
and addresses so that home contacts are 
possible. 
A growing need was in the area of 
ministry to children. The size of the 
group and the lack of experienced teach-
ers held us back for a long time. When 
people began asking about Sunday 
school, we had to direct them to churches 
farther away, and because even our own 
members sent their children to other 
Sunday schools, it seemed we just must 
meet this need. In March we started a 
children's program twice a month, alter-
nating with adult services. We require 
that children be accompanied by an 
adult, and already we have seen some 
new faces. Vaughn and Cam Deyhle are 
very happy. All of the children have 
responded enthusiastically. 
What started as an experiment turned 
into a program any group could be 
proud of. Most families began asking 
for Sunday school every week. Members 
with no children wanted adult services 
every Sunday. It is difficult to remedy 
the problem when we have only one 
large room and limited rental time. 
Together we must devise a plan to meet 
these needs. The Nagoya church group 
is very flexible and ready to experiment 
with offering both children's and adult 
services each Sunday. Pray for us as we 
grapple with these problems. o 16 v Evangelical Visitor 
National Church Growth Pastors and Leadership Conference 
Discipling 
all people 
Praise and worship to Jesus Christ 
was a significant part of the second 
annual National Church Growth Pas-
tors and Leadership Conference held in 
Washington, D.C., May 14-17,1985. As 
conference participants from various 
denominational traditions celebrated 
their relationship with Jesus, there ex-
isted the sense and reality of being in 
touch with our common Lord and Sav-
ior. 
Approximately 300 pastors and con-
gregational leaders from nearly every 
state in the U.S. were registered for the 
conference which included 14 individu-
als from the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Reflections on the conference are shared 
by several of those who attended. 
"The conference was uplifting and 
inspiring. We came away with good 
insights into methods of preparing peo-
ple for church growth." (Marvin Keller, 
pastor, and Bill Casey, director of evan-
gelism, Marlyn Avenue, Baltimore, Md.) 
"The conference provided me my first 
opportunity to hear Dr. Paul Cho speak 
with such openness about himself and 
the growth of his church in Seoul, 
Korea. The total conference was a rich 
experience." (Dale Shaw, Executive Di-
rector of the Board for Evangelism and 
Church Planting) 
"Several nuggets will go with me for a 
long time. One is Romans 4:17b. Look it 
up! And Dr. Ralph Winter said to the 
effect, 'I do not know of any word in the 
Bible for countries. Nations in the Bible 
refer to people groups.' " (Lynn Thrush, 
pastor, Fairview Avenue, Waynesboro, 
Pa.) 
"It was refreshing to share in this con-
ference which did not major on tech-
nique. I received spiritual encourage-
ment, searched my own heart, and the 
Holy Spirit brought to me inescapable, 
Devon Bontrager is church developer in 
the Allegheny Conference of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
by Devon Bontrager 
ministry-changing truth." (Carl Ginder, 
pastor, Petersburg, Va.) 
"I was excited to learn about "RE-
NEW' within the Catholic Church. "RE-
NEW' is a program, officially sanc-
tioned by Catholic leadership, whereby 
evangelical home Bible studies are con-
ducted." (Ray Bert, pastor, Cumberland 
Valley, Dillsburg, Pa.) 
"I appreciated the emphasis of the 
conference in placing Christ at the heart 
of the church growth issue. It empha-
sized that we bring people to him, not 
only into our institutions, and that we 
do so by his power." (Charles Burkett, 
pastor, Iron Springs, Fairfield, Pa.) 
" 'Visions and dreams are the lan-
guage of the Holy Spirit.' With this 
statement Dr. Paul Cho challenged us to 
seek the Lord's guidance in setting 
church goals and to depend on him to 
reach them. This was the challenge for 
me." (Richard Long, pastor, Walkers-
ville, Md.) 
Other Brethren in Christ persons at-
tending included Ray Harbaugh, direc-
tor of adult ministries, Fairview Avenue; 
Will (and Joyann) Schrock, minister of 
evangelism, Clarence Center, New York; 
Martin Landis, pastor, Ridgevue, Me-
chanicsburg, Pa; James DeBoe, pastor, 
Bethel Church, Virginia. 
The recurring emphasis and challenge 
of the conference was discipling people. 
Attention was forcibly drawn to our cit-
ies, our nation's capital, to all people of 
all nations, and to the 17,000 people 
groups not yet touched with the gospel. 
Reaching lost people for Jesus Christ 
clearly remains the noble calling and 
high priority of the church. 
To reach the unreached people with 
the gospel seems like an awesome, and 
even impossible, task. But all people are 
entitled to an opportunity to hear the 
gospel in their own heart language. God 
loves them! Dr. Ralph Winter, Director 
of the U.S. Center for World Missions, 
clearly affirmed the possibility of reach-
ing the world with the gospel. He states 
that to reach the 17,000 unreached peo-
ple groups is a reasonably attainable 
goal. Dr. Winter suggested the feasibil-
ity of an established congregation assum-
ing responsibility for one unreached 
people group, while another congrega-
tion assume responsibility for another 
group, etc. Such a vision would require 
the discipline of cross cultural evangelis-
tic church planting. 
Special attention and emphasis was 
also given to the desperate need for a 
discipling and reconciling ministry in 
the cities in our country and in our 
world. It is estimated, according to 
recent and current trends, that 85% of 
the world's people will live within city 
limits by the year 2000, one-half of 
whom will live in slum conditions. 
Simple logistics tell us that in order to 
minister to people, we need to be where 
the people are. The majority of people 
already live in the city, and more are 
rapidly joining them. The church dare 
not ignore that trend if it is to remain 
true to its divine calling and mission of 
taking the gospel to all people. 
Rev. John Howe of the Truro Epis-
copal Church, Fairfax, Va., elaborated 
on the ministry of reconciliation and on 
the need for such redemptive action to 
be modeled by the existing church. It is 
the duty of each Christian who is in-
volved in a strained or broken relation-
ship to seek to restore the friendship. 
Such initiation is appropriate whether 
one has been offended (Matt. 18:15) or if 
one has offended another (Matt. 5:23-
24). Thus reconciled relationships be-
come the priority, not the offenses. 
Rev. Samuel Hines, pastor, Third 
Street Church of God, Washington, 
D.C., revealed his vision and plans for 
the construction of "Reconciliation 
Square" within geographical proximity 
of the White House. The purpose of 
Reconciliation Square will be to provide 
a social ministry to the city in the name 
of Jesus. Thus an attempt to carry the 
message of reconciliation to the poor, 
the oppressed, and the underprivileged. 
It was with renewed purpose that I 
left the conference. The message of the 
gospel is all-sufficient, and ministers 
compassionately to the total person and 
his or her total need. The gospel message 
needs to be communicated to all people 
in a manner and language they can 
understand and in a lifestyle through 
which they can see Jesus Christ. The 
challenge to do so is ours. Will we meet 
that challenge? • 
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by Joan Cunningham 
Where does Christian education 
take place? Having been involved in 
Christian education for a number of 
years and through many hours of 
preparations for the planned ses-
sions, I'm convinced that some of 
the most challenging teaching expe-
riences have been with my own 
children and with learners in un-
planned situations. Christian educa-
tion is sharing and living the love of 
Jesus in such a way that we know 
that all those hours of work and all 
those disappointments and struggles 
are working for the good. 
We were painting on rocks last 
night at Pioneer Boys Club. During 
the chatter Benny (not his real name) 
announced that he had said some 
very unkind things to his sister. (By 
the way, we had recently completed 
work on the "Courtesy" badge.) 
Rather than lecture Benny, I took 
the opportunity to tell of an expe-
rience f rom my childhood that af-
fected my life for many years. I was 
walking home alone f rom school 
when two teenagers ahead of me 
turned and one said to the other, 
"Isn't she ugly?' I still remember feel-
ing "ugly," and of course thought 
that because I was ugly no one 
would ever want to marry me. (Some-
how I had been educated that beauty 
was a must for marriage, when in 
fact marriage isn't even a "must.") 
I hope my telling of this episode 
caused Benny to consider the effect 
of his words on his sister. There was 
a sense of compassion towards me, 
however, when Benny said, "Why 
you're pretty. I bet 400 or 4000 peo-
ple wanted to marry you!" Every 
woman should be so fortunate to 
have a Benny in her life. 
Showing the love of Jesus, teach-
ing, reaching out and helping others 
to know and trust him begins before 
we enter a classroom and does not 
end when we leave. In 1981 one of 
the desires of our Sunday school 
board was that every child/ teen 
would know that he or she was loved 
and prayed for. We began Church 
Friends. Older teens and adults were 
enlisted to be a senior Church Friend 
who would be a special friend to a 
junior. Costly gifts were discouraged 
with the emphasis on personal inter-
est, love, and prayer. Special "Church 
Friends" events are planned when 
we meet together as a group. Senior 
fr iends are encouraged to make 
"home contacts" and to show their 
love and the love that Jesus has for 
their junior friends. As we continue 
this program, many fine relation-
ships have developed and each jun-
ior friend knows that there is some-
one in the church who thinks he or 
she is a very special person. 
Children do not automatically ob-
tain Bible truths. The saving love of 
Jesus is truly caught as well as 
taught. When we tell of his saving 
power, it will be much easier for 
them to accept it when his love is 
seen in us. • 
Joan Cunningham is a member of the 
Port Colbourne, Ontario, congregation. 
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Peace guard dominates 
discussions at 
Peace Section meeting 
—— by Doreen Martens 
A proposal to create an international 
Mennonite "peace guard" may have 
been brought closer to realization with a 
decision made by Mennonite Central 
Committee Peace Section at its most 
recent semiannual meeting in Regina, 
Sask. 
Encouraged by positive responses 
made by key church leaders to the 
underlying principles of the proposed 
peace guard, the MCC group appointed 
several of its members to work closely 
Martens is a writer living in Winnipeg, 
Man. 
with originator Ron Sider on a revised 
proposal. 
The feasibility of the peace guard 
proposal has been studied by MCC 
Peace Section at the request of the 
Council of Moderators and Secretaries 
of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
conferences. The revised proposal will 
go back to members of that council for 
discussion and possible action by the 
end of the year. 
Introduced by Sider at last year's 
Mennonite World Conference in Stras-
bourg, the proposal calls for the assem-
bling of a highly trained body of 100 to 
500 Christian volunteers who would 
stand ready to intervene in situations of 
conflict between warring nations or 
groups. Its members would use nonvio-
lent direct action as a means of promot-
ing peace, justice, and freedom in a wide 
variety of contexts. 
A major component of the Anabap-
tist Peace Guard, as Sider calls it, would 
be an intense training period of several 
months that would involve worship, 
Bible study, reflection, participation in 
prayer chains, study of the culture and 
history of the area of activity, physical 
training, and education in the techniques 
of nonviolence. 
The team would involve itself in var-
Ron Sider, center contributes to discussion about Anabaptist 
peace guard idea, which he originated. Visible in the photo of 
the semiannual meeting of MCC Peace Section in Regina are, o 20 
from left: Kathy Royer, Vern Preheim, Florence Driedger, Ron 
Sider, Atlee Beechy, John Lapp (chair pushed back), John 
Stoner and Evelyn Kreider. 
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ious ways, such as placing members 
between warring parties to deter vio-
lence, researching and reporting on vio-
lence, or dramatizing an injustice such 
as South African apartheid. Various 
scenarios are suggested in the proposal, 
involving nations such as Laos (neutral-
izing unexploded weaponry), El Salva-
dor (rebuilding villages destroyed by 
war), Nicaragua (camping on the border 
to discourage intrusions of U.S.-backed 
guerrillas) and South Africa (entering 
the country in a peaceful but well-
publicized demonstration of solidarity 
with oppressed blacks). 
A survey of Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ leaders showed that many 
applaud the idea of a body that would 
explore new means of discipleship 
through a direct peace witness, as an 
additional means of building "shalom" 
alongside more traditional methods such 
as prayer, development work, and diplo-
macy. 
However, many questioned specific 
parts of the proposal. Some leaders sug-
gested that the language and tactics 
advocated in the proposal were too mil-
itaristic in tone, including the name. 
Some felt the foreign emphasis of the 
original proposal dwells too much on 
the "sins" of other nations, and those 
same critics expressed fears that the 
team's activities abroad could be per-
ceived as just another imperialistic in-
trusion into the affairs of other coun-
tries. It was suggested that what is most 
needed is a domestic peace group to 
educate North Americans about the role 
they and their governments play in 
encouraging political and economic in-
justice and oppression abroad. 
As Peace Section member Joy Lovett 
said at the Regina meeting, "To have 
integrity in moving into an international 
situation, we first have to respond to 
those folks who say, why haven't you 
done your job at home?" 
The Sider proposal has, in fact, al-
ready undergone substantial revision. 
Suggested scenarios for action in North-
ern Ireland and Poland, for example, 
have been deemed unrealistic by advi-
sors and dropped. But a plan for action 
in North America has been added. 
A key concern for those involved in 
the peace guard debate is whether North 
American Mennonites are prepared to 
undertake the radical means of peace-
making that the peace guard would 
represent—especially when its activities 
challenge comfortable assumptions 
about the nature of discipleship and 
obedience to the state. 
John Stoner, who heads MCC U.S. 
Peace Section, suggested a step for the 
next few years might be the formation of 
hundreds of small Faithful Witness 
Groups that would devote themselves to 
prayer, study, discernment, service, and 
resistance within their congregations, in 
an attempt to restore the church's com-
mitment to nonviolent direct action. 
The peace guard proposal, he said, 
"underestimates the need of the church 
for spiritual renewal before it can sup-
port the very costly discipleship required 
to make the Anabaptist Peace Guard 
functional." 
Sider, who was present at the Peace 
Section meeting, confessed his own fear 
that many Christians lack a "clear under-
standing that a relationship with Christ 
means being countercultural." He said 
he was eager to see the proposal come 
into discussion among the church's author-
ized leaders, where the leading of the 
Spirit can be discerned and, if agree-
ment is reached, a more widespread base 
of moral and prayer support can be 
established. 
Several Peace Section members men-
tioned their concern that more effective 
connections between the peace guard 
and congregations and other church 
bodies such as colleges be worked out in 
the proposal. The spiritual and peace-
making training provided by a stint in 
the guard could be used effectively in 
other areas of Christian ministry, one 
pointed out. 
Sider emphasized that nonviolent di-
rect action of the sort to be employed by 
a peace guard should never be consid-
ered "the" means of bringing shalom 
into the suffering corners of the world. 
He said it is important to know that only 
a living relationship with Christ brings 
the fullness of shalom. Yet the church 
cannot afford to ignore the possibility 
that the Spirit may be calling for a 
bolder witness to the power of love and 
reconciliation. 
Ethiopian guest 
Peace Section also heard from Yohan-
nes Gerima of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
who is currently teaching in Saskatoon 
in the field of international concerns in 
social work. 
Gerima said one of the worst long-
term effects of the drought and famine 
in East Africa is the way it has broken 
down family structure. The extended 
family unit, still the norm in Ethiopia, 
becomes "more of a burden and a source 
of sorrow and sadness than a blessing" 
when food resources become severely 
strained. 
Men, trained to believe their honor 
rests on being able to provide for the 
family, often simply disappear—in 
search of food or to escape their shame— 
when it becomes impossible to provide 
food. Often women and orphaned chil-
dren are left behind. 
Development assistance should occur 
in a way that assists families in staying 
together and protecting their solidarity, 
Gerima said. This should include foster 
homes that would care for children 
"until such a time that families are 
rehabilitated." 
The government has established chil-
dren's villages to care for orphaned or 
abandoned children, but resources are 
not nearly adequate to meet the need. 
Children who end up in orphanages will 
need vocational training programs and 
facilities to allow them the future oppor-
tunities their impoverished parents never 





Original plays addressing contem-
porary peace concerns are being solic-
ited by Goshen College's communica-
tion department for its 1986 Peace Play 
Writing Contest. 
The biennial contest is open to all 
interested persons, but students and 
faculty who are members of a historic 
peace church are especially encouraged 
to submit manuscripts, said assistant 
professor of drama Lauren Friessen. 
Submission should be sent to her, in 
care of Goshen College, Goshen, Ind. 
46526. 
Friesen said the peace play committee 
wants one-act plays of about 15-30 min-
utes which are unpublished and unpro-
duced. Goshen College will hold all 
production rights for one year from the 
da te the winning en t ry is an-
nounced. 
The deadline for submissions is Dec. 
31, 1985. The winner, to be announced 
May 1, 1986, will receive $500 from a 
fund established by Middlebury, Ind., 
businessman Samuel Graber. 
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Reflections on the Catholic 
Bishops' Pastoral Letter on 
War and Peace 
Persons in the so-called "peace" 
churches have at times felt that they 
alone carried the burden for peace-
making in a world given to solving 
problems through violence. In the 
past several years, though, not only 
does one hear many voices urging 
peace in the name of Christ, but 
some of the most powerful voices are 
people f rom traditions not common-
ly associated with peacemaking. 
Hear two voices on nuclear arms 
and the arms race: "Nuclear force is 
one of the few things on earth that's 
evil per se. It's not a weapon, it's a 
means of mutual sucide." A second 
word: "The present insanity of the 
global arms race, if continued, will 
lead inevitably to a conflagration so 
great that Auschwitz will seem like a 
minor rehearsal." 
The first speaker was Father Theo-
dore Hesburgh; the second, evange-
list Billy Graham. I find tremendous 
encouragement hearing from people 
with widely differing religious back-
grounds who come to similar con-
clusions on this critical issue. 
The Catholic bishops' pastoral 
letter, The Challenge of Peace, offers 
hope to the lonely person with an 
Elijah-complex in the face of the 
enormity of evil, particularly the evil 
of modern weaponry. The spirit in 
which the bishops have written is 
also encouraging. "Not only convic-
tion and commitment are needed in 
the Church," they write, "but also 
civility and charity." They have fol-
lowed their own counsel well and 
have written in a spirit of sweetness 
Paul Nisly is Chairman of the Language, 
Literature, and Fine Arts Department of 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. 
and light, qualities not always pres-
ent in such discussions. 
Some may question the right of 
the church to speak out on issues 
which are perceived to be political in 
nature. The bishops, however, assert 
that nuclear weaponry and the pros-
pect of nuclear warfare has pro-
found moral implications which the 
church dare not ignore. They recog-
nize that the church and the state 
operate by differing assumptions. 
Yet there are commonalities as well: 
"The religious community shares a 
specific perspective of faith and can 
be called to live out its implications. 
The wider civil community, although 
it does not share the same vision of 
faith, is equally bound by certain key 
moral principles." Not to speak out 
on these moral principles is thus to 
shirk one's Christian responsibility. 
At the same time, the bishops rec-
ognize that the church's presupposi-
tions are fundamentally different 
f rom those of the secular state: "A 
theology of peace should ground the 
task of peacemaking solidly in the 
biblical vision of the kingdom of 
God, then place it centrally in the 
ministry of the Church." As the 
bishops say clearly, "Jesus Christ 
. . . is our peace, and in his death-
resurrection he gives God's peace to 
our world." 
The bishops, however, do per-
ceive the church to be involved in the 
world to an extent not characteristic 
of much Anabaptist thinking. The 
Anabaptist reader will probably find 
that at significant points his or her 
view of church-state relationships 
differs from the basic presupposi-
tions of the pastoral letter. And the 
basic posture of the bishops toward 
involvement in war is securely based 
by Paul W. Nisly 
on the Augustinian just-war argu-
ment, though there is careful atten-
tion given to the pacifist position. 
Without dealing fundamentally 
with the theological questions, I 
would mention several areas of con-
cern in the pastoral letter; then I wish 
to highlight several points of agree-
ment. So that I am clear, let me say 
that I believe the letter to be a cou-
rageous, much needed step in the 
right direction, though it doesn't 
move quite far enough. 
Deterrence. Probably my most 
serious non-theological reservation 
with the pastoral letter is the bishops' 
position on deterrence. Although 
they are careful to say that "deter-
rence is not an adequate strategy as a 
long-term basis for peace," they do 
accept Pope John Paul II's state-
ment: "In current conditions 'deter-
rence' based on balance, certainly 
not as an end in itself but as a step on 
the way toward progressive disar-
mament, may still be judged morally 
acceptable." Later they hedge a bit 
more as they conclude that their 
judgments "lead us to a strictly con-
ditioned moral acceptance of nuclear 
deterrence." 
Still, however reluctantly, they do 
find the policy of deterrence accep-
table. But in my judgment deter-
rence is a policy whose value must be 
challenged. Deterrence, we hear, has 
given us peace. On the contrary, it 
has not given us peace, but a contin-
uing cold war. Under the rubric of 
deterrence we have developed ever 
more lethal weapons systems. We 
are engaged, as Norman Cousins 
notes in a recent editorial, in a psy-
chological warfare. The new weap-
ons—the Trident missile, the cruise 
missile, the MX missile—all have no o 22 v Evangelical Visitor 
defense capability. The sole purpose, 
as Cousins says, "is to persuade the 
Soviet Union that it will experience 
devastating retaliatory blows if it 
should launch a surprise attack." 
In the name of deterrence we have 
developed a technology with extreme-
ly accurate delivery systems, as well 
as smaller weapons, the latter blur-
ring the line between conventional 
and nuclear weapons. Deterrence 
has become so powerful a motivat-
ing word that it seems to have 
become a driving force in arms pro-
duction. The result, as Alan Kreider 
says in The Year 2000, "is a race, a 
race in which we are running faster 
to remain in the same place, a race 
that has no finishing line." 
On a political level, I think deter-
rence is an extremely risky policy. 
On a pragmatic level, deterrence has 
been the grounds for enormous ex-
peditures in armaments. And on a 
moral level, I believe deterrence is 
suspect and should be challenged. I 
wish the bishops had spoken more 
clearly on this critical issue. 
Just war. The bishops ground 
their discussion of nuclear arms 
solidly on just war theory as ac-
cepted by the Catholic Church. Crit-
ical to the just war concept are the 
principles of proportionali ty and 
moderation. Proportionality is the 
concern that the potential gains of 
the war outweigh the damages and 
loss inflicted by the conflict. On this 
point the bishops write, "No use of 
nuclear weapons which would vio-
late the principles of discrimination 
or proportionality may be intended 
as a strategy of deterrence." Specifi-
cally, they are referring to the poten-
tial destruction of large civilian pop-
ulations: no civilian target may be 
intended because of the violation of 
just war principles. But given the 
complicated targeting of military in-
stallations, the question of intended 
use is a very fine distinction. In Mos-
cow alone there are 50-60 targeted 
military sites. Does it matter to the 
victims whether or not they were the 
intended target? Is not the distinc-
tion almost a sophistry? 
Non-violent resistance. Although 
the bishops do mention with appro-
bation the possibilities of non-violent 
resistance to evil, they might well 
have said more. As the Dutch, Danes, 
Norwegians, and Finns taught us in 
World War II, non-violent resist-
ance to evil can be a powerful in-
strument of good. And who can 
forget the impact of Gandhi's non-
violent resistance on the course of an 
empire? 
These few reservations do not 
negate my strong appreciation for 
the positive impact of the bishops' 
letter. Several areas should be men-
tioned specifically. 
The moral issue. The bishops have 
rendered a significant service by clar-
ifying that the "nuclear issue" is not 
simply a military or political matter. 
They have rightly focused the moral 
implications of the debate which go 
beyond the size or accuracy of nu-
clear weapons. 
They are correct in noting that 
both the just war tradition and the 
pacifist position are confronted with 
a new challenge when faced with the 
issue of nuclear weapons. We may 
well find that we have more that 
unites us from those two traditions 
than divides us. As they note so well, 
at the center of the church's teaching 
on peace "are the transcendence of 
God and the dignity of the human 
person ." Here on this common 
ground we can begin together to 
focus the moral implications of 
modern warfare. 
Response to the issue. The bishops 
have wisely seen that we cannot let 
the political and military debate on 
nuclear weaponry continue without 
a response f rom the church. We dare 
not be silent under the assumption 
that we don't know enough to vali-
date our being heard. We must ask 
seriously, where are we going? Many 
of us have believed that German 
Christians were too quiescent at the 
time of the Nazi policy of mass gen-
ocide. What will be the response of 
future historians about the church in 
America? 
The bishops put the matter suc-
cinctly: "As a people, we must refuse 
to legitimate the idea of nuclear war. 
Such a refusal will require not only 
new ideas and new vision, but what 
the gospel calls conversion of the 
heart." 
The church as a dynamic force. 
Too often the church has been a con-
servative voice in the society, a keeper 
of the status quo. One thinks, for 
example, of the many religious voices 
raised in defense of slavery in the 
United States. But the church can 
also be a force for powerful change, 
as Martin Luther King, Jr. taught 
us. 
The bishops' letter gives hope that 
the church—both corporately and 
through individual believers—can call 
on our national leaders to risk some-
thing in the cause of peacemaking. 
We need to call for steps—even 
though not fool-proof—toward a 
reduction of the balance of terror, 
rather than its continued escalation. 
Is the risk for reduction greater than 
our present "deterrence"? 
The Catholic bishops call us to a 
prophetic role which sees the church 
as a dynamic force for good. In their 
conclusion the bishops write with 
great force: 
The whole world must summon 
the moral courage and technical 
means to say "no" to nuclear con-
flict; "no" to weapons of mass de-
struction; "no" to the moral dan-
ger of a nuclear age which places 
before humankind indefensible 
choices of constant terror or sur-
render. Peacemaking is not an 
optional commitment. It is a re-
quirement of our faith. We are 
called to be peacemakers, not by 
some movement of the moment, 
but by our Lord Jesus. The con-
tent and context of our peacemak-
ing is set, not by some political 
agenda or ideological program, 
but by the teaching of his Church. 
May I simply add that part of the 
prophetic "no" will be a resistance to 
that dehumanizing and even demon-
izing of the "enemy" which leads to a 
crusade mentality. Immense evil has 
been wrought in the name of con-
quering an "enemy" that is perceived 
as being the embodiment of evil or 
the demonic. 
We cannot, of course, hope for a 
perfect world: that will only come in 
our Lord's kingdom. We are, how-
ever, called to be faithful models and 
witnesses of the Prince of Peace. • 




Rev. Henry Ginder was the guest speaker for 
the Christ's Crusaders of the Big Valley congrega-
tion, Belleville, Pa., on Sunday, June 23. • The 
Carlisle, Pa., congregation held a cornerstone ser-
vice for their new church building on Sunday 
evening, June 2. One hundred twenty people par-
ticipated in carrying the cross from the former 
church building to the new building prior to the 
service. 
An installation service was held recently by the 
Clarence Center, N.Y., congregation for Merna 
Seaman as Director of Christian Education and 
Paul Leubner as Summer Student Pastor. • A 
Family Life Conference was held by the Martins-
burg, Pa., congregation. Don and Esther Martin 
were the guest speakers. 
Rev. J. Robert Lehman was installed as Direc-
tor of Pastoral Care of Messiah Village, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa. Director George Kibler brought the 
challenge. • An installation service was held on 
Sunday, June 30 by the Redland Valley congrega-
tion, York Haven, Pa., for Adin Herndon as the 
pastor. 
The Saville congregation, Ickesburg, Pa., held a 
centennial celebration of their church building in 
May. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy, 
Pa., received ten persons into fellowship. • Eight 
babies were recently dedicated to the Lord by their 
parents in the Free Grace congregation, Millers-
burg, Pa. 
The choirs from the Elizabethtown, Pa., and 
Lancaster, Pa. congregations held a joint pro-
gram. Elizabethtown hosted the Sunday evening 
service. • A series of outreach services were held 
by the Millersville, Pa., fellowship. This newer 
congregation outlined their steps toward planting 
a church in the community. 
Sunday, June 16, was a day of celebration and 
dedication as the Manor congregation, Mount-
ville, Pa., installed Robert Sheetz as associate pas-
tor, held open house and dedication of their build-
ing addition, and received new members into 
fellowship. • A training session was offered by the 
Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., for those 
interested in forming an outreach team. 
Recent guests of the Speedwell Heights congre-
gation, Lititz, Pa., were Dave and Martha Bru-
baker. The Brubakers presented a slide program 
about their work in Brazil with Mennonite Central 
Committee. 
Canadian Conference 
Rev. Leonard Chester, pastor of the Bridle-
wood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., held a series 
of five sessions on grief recovery. • Tim Fretz 
shared slides of his work in Bangladesh with the 
Falls View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont. 
The music committee of the Port Colborne, 
Ont., congregation sponsored a turkey dinner. 
Proceeds of the dinner were used to purchase new 
hymnals. • A recent guest of the Sherkston, Ont., 
congregation was John Thomas from the Sharon 
Fellowship in India. 
Central Conference 
A combined praise service was hosted by the 
Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Oh. The 
Northridge congregation, as well as several other 
churches from the area, also participated. • The 
Highland congregation, West Milton, Oh., held a 
father and son fishing outing on a Saturday after-
noon. Fish was served at their covered dish supper 
in the evening. 
A carry-in meal and time of fellowship were 
planned by the Pleasant Hill, Oh., Missions 
Prayer Fellowship to welcome back Barb Thuma. 
Barb spent three years of service with Mennonite 
Central Committee. • The Sippo Valley congre-
gation, Massillon, Oh., held a Community Appre-
ciation Day. Free strawberries and ice cream, gos-
pel singing, and games were used to introduce the 
church's ministry to the community. 
The S.O.S. Singers, a youth musical group from 
the Sheboygan, Wi., congregation began a Sing-
A-Thon by ministering in four nursing homes. 
Considering sanctification—1985 
Did you ever listen to a sermon 
and wish the minister would pause 
between points for questions? Did 
you ever discover you just missed half 
a sermon because you were trying to 
"think through" a truth presented 
earlier? There is a solution. 
The Big Valley congregation invited 
Dr. Henry Ginder to come and speak 
on sanctification on June 23, 1985. 
During the morning service he shared 
the biblical basis for sanctification. 
In the introduction he showed 
clearly how there needs to be a cleans-
ing, a consecration and an anointing. 
A clear distinction between justifica-
tion and sanctification was made. In 
justification we are saved and in sanc-
tification we are filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Justification deals with our 
actions, while sanctification deals with 
our attitudes. Sanctification is a crisis 
within a process, but we do need to 
recognize our humanity. Several state-
ments Bro. Ginder left with us were: 
"The holier you are, the quicker 
you'll make a confession." 
"Practice the presence of the Holy 
Spirit." 
"God cannot give himself to us 
until we give ourselves wholly, fully 
and forever to him." 
One unique thing about the day 
was having Brother Ginder stay over 
for the evening service, at which time 
a panel discussed sanctification and 
the morning message. Dr. Ginder 
was excited and thrilled that he had 
the opportunity to sit on the panel 
and discuss this most important doc-
trine, which is not taught in the 
Brethren in Christ Churches as it 
once was. He expressed that there is a 
great need and hunger for this expe-
rience in many churches across the 
country. He said, "This is the first 
time in my ministry that I've been 
asked to preach a message and then 
later have it discussed in panel form. I 
wish more churches would do this." 
A panel of five expressed what the 
sanctified life does for them in their 
daily lives. They along with Brother 
Ginder ably answered various ques-
tions from the congregation. Some 
points of discussion were: 
We should never be satisfied to just 
be restored in our spiritual expe-
rience, we must go on to sanctifi-
cation. 
Let's remember that we are no 
more spiritual than we are scriptural, 
so we need to search the Scriptures 
and learn what they have to say 
about the self-life and sanctification. 
A sinful self—crucified by Christ, 
a human self—controlled by Christ, 
a restored self—realized in Christ. 
What an opportunity to resolve 
questions or areas previously unclear 
in regard to sanctification. It was cer-
tainly a worthwhile weekend. Other 
congregations would be benefited by 
such an endeavor. —reported by 
Mildred Yoder and Sarah Bawel o 24 v Evangelical Visitor 
Midwest Conference 
Members of the Mountain View Church, Colo-
rado Springs, Co., held a prayer vigil for one of 
their congregation who underwent sixteen hours 
of brain surgery. 
Guests of the Rosebank congregation, Hope, 
Ks., were Rev. Alvin and Thata Book. The Books 
shared about their recent trip to Venezuela. • The 
Missions Prayer Fellowship of the Zion congrega-
tion, Abilene, Ks., sponsored a slide tape presenta-
tion on Nicaragua. 
Pacific Conference 
The Alta Loma congregation reports holding 
an open house in honor of the 40th wedding anni-
versary of their associate pastoral couple, Gordon 
and Eunice Engle. They also report that 62 per-
sons have been received into fellowship since June 
1984. 
Arthur M. Climenhaga was the guest speaker 
for the Sunday morning service at the Labish 
Church, Salem, Or., on June 9. A potluck dinner 
followed the morning service. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Binkley: Mark Anthony Jr., May 17; Mark 
and Sandy Binkley, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Denlinger: Jeremy Mark, May 19; Mike and 
Jan Denlinger, Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Fretz: Jessie Erin, May 8; Terry and Wendy 
Fretz, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Frey: Elizabeth Layne, May 22; Gerald and 
Virginia Frey, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Frey: Michelle Leigh, April 23; Chris and Leisa 
Frey, Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa. 
Gochnauer: Jolene Marie, May 10; Don and 
Darlene Gochnauer, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Michael Allon, May 11; Karl and Elma 
Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Ngo: Nancy, May 2; Phong and Mai Ngo, 
Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Radcliffe: Lauren Elizabeth, May 13; Dave 
and Renae Radcliffe, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Shertzer: Michael Paul, May 11; Jay and Lisa 
Shertzer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Wagner: Nicole Elizabeth, May 12; Rick and 
Jamie Wagner, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Chung-Yang—Hui-Ming: Nei Ing (Margarita), 
daughter of Mrs. Hsu Lin Hui-Ming, and Tai-Chi, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Yu Chung-Yang, May 26 
with Rev. John Schock officiating. 
Deardorff-Groft: Denise L. Groft, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Teyak, Chambersburg, 
Pa., and Chris F., son of Lewis Deardorff, Ship-
pensburg, Pa., and Sylvia Deardorff, Chambers-
burg, Pa., May 25 in the home of the bride with 
Rev. Roger Witter officiating. 
Felix-Zook: Susan Irene, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Avery Zook, Chambersburg, Pa., and Rob-
ert Quartus, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Felix, 
Dillsburg, Pa., May 26 in the home of the bride 
with Rev. David Hall officiating. 
Henninger-Sassaman: Diana Lynne Sassaman 
and David Raymond Henninger, both of Eliza-
bethville, Pa., May 11 in the Free Grace Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Luke L. Keefer 
officiating. 
Nissley-Bert: Loretta, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Daniel Bert, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Doug-
lass, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jay Nissley, Woodbury, 
Pa., May 4 in the Martinsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Earl Herr officiating. 
Ziegler-Musser: June Arlene, daughter of Ben-
jamin and Julia Musser, and Dwight Lee, son of 
Rev. Warren and Irene Ziegler, May 25 with Rev. 
Ray Bert and grandfather of the bride, Rev. Har-
vey Musser, officiating. 
Obituaries 
Walters: Earl B. Walters, Palmyra, Pa., died 
April 28, 1985, at the age of 84. He was the son of 
Albert and Annie Brandt Walters. He was married 
to Hallie Givens Walters who survives. Also sur-
viving are three children: Eileen Nissley, William 
E., and Mildred Jamison; six grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; two sisters: Esther B. Myers 
and Anna Martha Wolgemuth; and a brother, 
Leroy B. Walters. 
New caretakers at 
Camp Freedom 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin LeRoy Minor, of 
Ridgeway, Ontario, will be assuming 
the caretaker responsibilities for Camp 
Freedom on Sept. 1, 1985. Lewis and 
Winifred Mixell are completing six years 
service as caretakers at the camp, located 
in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Messiah College 
Fall enrollment to top 1800 
Current projections indicate that ap-
proximately 1800 students will enroll at 
Messiah College in the fall, according to 
Vice President for Admissions, Finan-
cial Aid, and Communications Ron 
Long. Slightly more than a two percent 
increase over the 1761 students at Mes-
siah last year, this figure represents a 
continuation of a 25-year trend toward 
steadily increasing enrollments. Reasons 
for this trend include Messiah's growing 
application pool as a result of increased 
national recognition, 83 percent overall 
student retention, and the recognized 
quality of academic programs, teaching 
faculty, facilities, and campus life. 
New Creation 
on summer tour 
As a "new creation" of four men and 
three women active in music ministry 
teams during the 1984-1985 academic 
year, the summer music ministry team 
New Creation is nearing the end of a 
nine-week tour throughout the north-
east. By August 26, they will have visited 
camps and churches throughout Mas-
sachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, Michigan, and Ontario. 
The group began rehearsing their 
repertoire of contemporary Christian 
music several weeks before their June 23 
departure. In addition to visiting many 
Brethren in Christ churches, their stops 
include Ocean Grove Camp Meeting 
Association (NJ), Memorial Holiness 
Meeting (OH), Camp Lakeview (MI), 
Niagara Holiness Camp Meeting (On-
tario), Rhodes Grove Camp Meeting 
"New Creation"—(Back, l-r) Kevin Roman, 
Anne Raab, Hoby Sheeder. (Front, l-r) Rob 
Hileman, Lori Gehman, Kathy Sauerwein, 
Cynthia Lindsey. 
(PA), and Harmony Heart Camp, 
Spruce Lake Retreat, and Camp Stream-
side, all in the Poconos. 
During their tour, New Creation will 
have many opportunities to minister to 
congregations and campers. Anne Raab, 
a junior elementary education major 
and a veteran of Promise music ministry 
team, says, "I enjoy singing, but getting 
to know the people at the churches and 
camps after our programs is even more 
meaningful. Last summer, when we 
were counselors for a week at Camp 
Lakeview, it meant a lot to know that 1 
was helping the kids there to determine a 
Christian value system and lifestyle." 
New Creation manager Rob Hile-
man, a member of Kindred Spirit music 
ministry team during the academic year, 
also finds that the team members them-
selves are ministered to by each other 
and the people they encounter. "We've 
met some terrific people who have gone 
all out for us. As a result of living so 
close to each other all summer, we grow 
and change as individual team members. 
It's by no means a paid vacation; the 
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Budget hearings 
The Budget Hearings for General Conference minis-
tries will be held on Wednesday, October 16, at 10 a.m., 
in the Grantham Church. The hearings are open to all. If 
you cannot attend and have concerns to share, please 
contact any member of the Commission on Stewardship 
and Finance or any member of a General Conference 
board or commission. Your insights are needed. 
Giving together 
Our Cooperative Ministries contributions for General 
Conference ministries in the first six months of 1985 ran 
above the same months last year, particularly the pro-
portionate giving. 
Approved budget, January through June $1,500,000 
Amount received, January through June $996,771 
Total 1985 General Conference Cooperative 
Ministries budget 3,000,000 
Let us praise the Lord for the increases and work 
together in faith as we support the regional and general 
ministries of the brotherhood. 
"Just a stack of figures?" 
Your congregation's budget, standing by itself, is just a 
stack of figures—not very exciting. But the realities 
behind those figures—the gospel work they stand for— 
are exciting! 
Budgets deal with spiritual values. What can be more 
spiritual than the ministry of the Word? Is there anything 
more spiritual than the education of children and youth? 
than evangelizing a community? than leadership train-
ing? than taking good care of God's house? than world 
missions? 
Just one change in a local budget can result in the 
conversion and nurture of a child, or even a family. The 
converse is sobering. Failure to follow the leading of the 
Holy Spirit in setting a budget can lead to people being 
forever lost to the Kingdom of God. 
Because of this, we should approach the consideration 
of and the adoption of our congregational budget with 
the desire of finding the will of God rather than saving 
money for the church. This does not mean that astute 
planning should be overlooked. A careful look at local 
expenditure is not only appropriate, but necessary. "Can 
this good or service be obtained for less money? Is our 
consumption of a particular commodity too lavish?" 
Prayerful consideration in these areas can free funds 
for local, regional, and general ministries. Surely our 
Lord is pleased when you and I become more involved in 
budget planning which results in a greater community 
and world outreach. 
"But," you may protest, "budgets are so boring. There 
are a lot of figures, and the words beside the columns are 
so few and so abbreviated that I sometimes don't even 
know what they stand for." All too often you and others 
are justified in having such feelings about church 
budgets. 
Waldo Werning addresses this concern in his book, 
Christian Stewards—Confronted and Committed. His 
solution is to "spiritualize the budget" by using more 
complete and more descriptive listings opposite the 
budget figures in the columns. To stimulate your think-
ing, some of his suggestions (adapted to fit our situation) 
follow. 
by Paul Hostetler 
Preaching the Gospel Among Us: pastoral care, teach-
ing and preaching the Word, general spiritual guid-
ance (Itemize salaries, rent, allowances for pastor). 
Caring for God's House: keeping our property comfor-
table, clean, and in good repair to best serve God's 
cause (Itemize custodial service, utilities, mainte-
nance, repairs). 
Protecting Our Investment: planning for unforeseen 
calamities (Itemize insurance items). 
Administering the King's Business: maintaining our 
church office (Itemize office expenses such as secre-
tary, telephone, equipment, supplies). 
Beautifying Our Worship: (Itemize music, organist, 
church decorations, choir). 
Nurturing Our Children: caring for the souls of the 
young (Itemize salaries and expenses for Sunday 
school and Vacation Bible School). 
Strengthening Our Youth and Adults: general program 
of Christian education through classes and devotional 
materials (Itemize youth conferences, camps, work-
shops, Bible classes, retreats for senior citizens, devo-
tional booklets). 
Helping Those in Need: local benevolences. 
Expanding Our Home Base: paying for our commit-
ments on our building program (Itemize annual pay-
ment of building debt or annual fund for expansion 
plans). 
Covering Unanticipated Kingdom Needs: contingency 
fund. 
Bringing Christ to All the World: outreach in North 
America and throughout the world by way of Coop-
erative Ministries (Itemize each ministry even though 
there is only one total figure). 
Using meaningful wording in the local budget enables 
people to understand and embrace the cause as well as 
see the cost. It is not an attempt to "sugarcoat a bitter 
pill," but to help individuals make budget decisions both 
intelligently and enthusiastically. Informed and enthusi-
astic believers pray, and work, and give. o 26 v Evangelical Visitor 
hours are often irregular, and some-
times we're busy all day, but the growth 
makes it worthwhile." 
In appreciation for the work of the 
music ministry team, the College awards 
a scholarship to each participant at the 
end of the summer. 
New program added 
to the curriculum 
In addition to recently adding a minor 
in peacemaking, the following curricu-
lum changes have been approved by the 
Messiah College faculty: 
All four years of the political science 
major will now be offered at the Gran-
tham Campus, a goal toward which the 
History and Political Science Depart-
ment has been working for several years. 
Department Chairman Dr. Dean Curry 
notes, "We have found students reluc-
tant to spend two years at Temple Uni-
versity and feel this arrangement has 
discouraged some students for selecting 
a major in political science. This deci-
sion is exciting to our department, and I 
believe it will prove a boost to the overall 
College curriculum." 
Three new majors: sports medicine, 
physical therapy, and occupational ther-
apy have also been added to the College 
program. The physical therapy and oc-
cupational therapy majors are made 
possible by a cooperative arrangement 
between Temple University and Mes-
siah College. While admission to Mes-
siah does not guarantee admission into 
the Temple University College of Health 
Programs, a student who meets aca-
demic requirements established in the 
agreement between the two colleges has 
a good chance of being admitted to the 
Temple program. All courses for the 




During the 1984-1985 year, Messiah 
College distributed $70,578 to 145 Breth-
ren in Christ students in the name of the 
Covenant Grant program. The funds 
awarded included $150 per semester to 
students from churches participating in 
the program, travel allowances ranging 
in amounts of $300 to $750 to qualifying 
non-Pennsylvania residents, and five 
full tuition scholarships to Brethren in 
Christ students from Africa. Seven ad-
ditional Brethren in Christ students re-




Thirty Messiah College students spent 
the month of May in New Mexico and 
California either to gain cross cultural 
credit by studying the Navajos or to 
complete an education practicum. Led 
by Education Department Chairman 
Dr. Terry Stoundour, the group first 
spent 10 days at the Navajo Brethren in 
Christ Mission in Springfield, New 
Mexico. After working during the day 
at the Bureau of Indian Affairs school or 
at the mission, the students attended 
evening seminars given by the mission 
staff. The history of the Navajo mission, 
Navajo language, customs, traditional 
religious practices, health, and life on 
the reservation were a few of the topics. 
Junior Larry Stoner, a Brethren in 
Christ student from East Berlin, PA, 
was glad to actually see Navajo Mission 
after hearing so much about it from his 
aunt and uncle, Ben and Eunice Stoner, 
who have worked at the mission for 14 
years. As a computer science major, 
Larry worked in the mission office, help-
ing the staff to computerize some office 
procedures and information about the 
Navajo clan system genealogy. 
After leaving Navajo Mission, they 
also toured San Francisco where they 
visited the Brethren in Christ Life Line 
Mission. Other stops included Mesa 
Verde National Park, Chaco Canyon, 
Los Angeles, the Grand Canyon—de-
scribed as "an awesome sight"—Yo-
semite National Park, and Salt Lake 
City. Other Brethren in Christ students 
on the trip were Beth Musselman (Hope-
well, PA) and Dianne Spoonhour (Lewis-
berry, PA). 
Among the faculty 
David Parkyn, Assistant Professor of 
Religion and Philosophy and Chaplain 
of the College, has completed his Ph.D. 
in higher education administration from 
Boston College. His dissertation was 
based on a survey of alumni from Chris-
tian College Consortium schools. He 
sought to determine how graduates per-
ceived their college experiences to have 
influenced them. Despite significant dif-
ferences between the perception of alum-
ni from each of the consortium colleges, 
between resident and nonresident stu-
dents, and between four-year students 
and transfer students, alumni perceived 
their undergraduate experience to be 
one of the most positive influences in 
their life, especially in terms of spiritual 
and moral development. David, his wife 
Linda, who is Instructor in Spanish at 
the College, and their two children 
attend the Grantham Church. 
Vice President for College Advance-
ment David B. Madeira and Director of 
Estate Planning Glenn Ganoe are assist-
ing Ira Eyster, head of planned giving 
for the Brethren in Christ Church, to 
present seminars on behalf of Coopera-
tive Ministries. The two-fold goal of 
these conferences is to help church 
members with their personal financial 
and estate plans as well as to encourage 
charitable giving to the Brethren in 
Christ Church. A seminar will be given 
at the Upland Church this fall, as in the 
past in Kansas and Oklahoma. Dr. 
Madeira attends the Grantham Church 
with his wife Shelley and their two 
children. 
Faculty grants awarded 
Congratulations are due to Dr. Ran-
dall Basinger, Associate Professor of 
Philosophy, Dr. Dean Curry, Associate 
Professor of Political Science, Donald 
Forsythe, Assistant Professor of Art, 
and Dr. John Yeatts, Assistant Profes-
sor of Christian Education. As a reward 
for their teaching excellence, all four 
have received funding for proposals 
they submitted for scholarly work to be 
done this summer and fall. All four also 
attend the Grantham Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Working with his brother who has 
coauthored four of his seven articles on 
divine providence, Dr. Basinger is re-
searching and writing a book comparing 
and contrasting five of the currently 
debated rival views on divine provi-
dence. In addition to studying these 
views, he will attempt to draw out the 
practical implications of these theories 
in the life of the believer. 
The author of six published articles 
during the last year, Dr. Curry will 
devote the summer to the research and 
writing of a book dealing with the Chris-
tian and nuclear weapons. Dr. Curry 
will author half of the book, and Dr. 
Myron Augsburger will write the other 
half. 
Described by Philadelphia Inquirer 
art critic Victoria Donohoe as produc-
ing works that are "the result of a pro-
found inward effort" and "intended to 
evoke a sense of mystery, conflict, and 
movement contrasted with a reasoned 
orderliness and precision," Professor 
Forsythe will spend the summer devel-
oping a new body of prints. • 
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Ecology and Hunger: 
Defiling the land 
This is the last in a series on ecology 
and hunger written by Art Meyer, MCC 
Development Education Office. 
"The people have defiled the earth by 
breaking God's laws and by violating 
the covenant he made to last forever." 
Isaiah 24:5 (TEV) 
The loss and degradation of cropland 
is a continuing problem in an increas-
ingly hungry world. Urbanization, in-
dustrialization, soil erosion, desertifica-
tion and other human activities are 
placing severe pressure on the world's 
arable land. Surface mining, also called 
strip mining, is also placing pressure on 
the land. 
Commodities obtained by surface min-
ing include coal, sand, gravel, stone, 
phosphate rock, clay, copper, iron ore, 
and uranium. The process of surface 
mining simply involves removing the 
top soil and subsoil above the resource 
wanted, mechanically removing that re-
source and then replacing the soil when 
possible. 
I remember well my first visit to strip 
mined coal lands in east central Ohio in 
1958. I was astonished by the devasta-
tion of the rolling land—thousands of 
acres of barren gorges, gullies, high 
walls, acid lakes, and barren mine spoils. 
In those days, reclamation laws only 
required mining companies to plant 
Employment Opportunity 
The Missionary Church is looking 
for a competent, highly motivated indi-
vidual to serve as General Manager of 
the Bethel Publishing Company, head-
quartered in Elkhart, Indiana. This posi-
tion involves top-level management 
responsibility for a business consisting 
of marketing services, accounting ser-
vices, production and trade division 
and a retail division which includes 
four retail outlets in the U.S. and Can-
ada. Applicant must have business 
experience with demonstrated compe-
tence in marketing,fiscal management 
and long-range planning. Salary is 
negotiable. For further information, con-
tact Mr. Paul Beck, Director of Ser-
vices, Missionary Church, Inc., 3901 S. 
Wayne Ave., Fort Wayne, Indiana 
46807, telephone (219) 456-4502. 
clumps of hardy trees, few of which sur-
vived, on the devastated land. Leveling 
was not required. 
How much strip mined land is there? 
A United States Department of Inte-
rior study, which was done for the years 
1930 to 1980 and released in 1982, 
reports that nearly 6 million acres of 
U.S. land has been strip mined since 
1930. Six million acres is more land than 
the combined states of Connecticut, 
Delaware and Rhode Island. And only 
47.4 percent of this disturbed land had 
been reclaimed by 1980. 
Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Ohio and, 
West Virginia have over 2 percent of 
their total land area damaged by strip 
mining. Illinois and Indiana have over 1 
percent of their land disturbed. Given 
the rich, extensive coal close to the sur-
face in 51 of Illinois' counties, the poten-
tial for more strip mining there is great. 
What is the possibility that surface 
mining, especially of coal, will increase? 
A look at the statistics from the U.S. 
Department of Energy Fact Sheets pub-
lished in August 1983 gives some an-
swers. 
—Fifty-three and two-tenths percent 
of the electricity produced in 1982 was 
made using coal. 
—Coal is expected to continue to be 
the primary source of electric energy 
production as utilities try to lessen their 
dependence on costly, imported petro-
leum. 
—In 1982, 62 percent of the coal was 
produced by surface mining. 
—Since 1973, the amount of coal 
used to produce electricity has been 
increasing at an average annual rate of 
4.8 percent. 
Since petroleum and natural gas are 
rapidly being depleted, it is clear that use 
of coal, which is in larger supply, will 
increase. And since strip mining is less 
costly and hazardous than deep mining, 
the pressure to do more strip mining will 
increase. 
Can strip mined land be made pro-
ductive again? 
There are serious doubts about it. 
Subsurface water patterns are disturbed 
in the mining process. Water percola-
tion suffers. Rock strata and minerals 
are rearranged. In some places iron 
pyrite is exposed and acid is formed, 
which drains into rivers and lakes. 
A U.S. Department of Agriculture 
study concludes that "surface mining as 
practiced in much of the nation today 
either ruins farmland completely or re-
duces its productivity drastically." 
Most reclaimed land today can sup-
port only grassland or forest. Field 
crops generally do not do well. 
Reclaiming strip mined land 
In 1977, people interested in stem-
ming this devastation finally convinced 
the U.S. Congress to pass Public Law 
95-87, The Surface Mining and Recla-
mation Act. This act provides for the 
taxing of present mining operations and 
specifies that these funds be made avail-
able to those restoring land that has 
already been strip mined. 
But reclaiming the thousands of acres 
of strip mined land disturbed before 
1977, land that is called "pre-law" land, 
is expensive. Costs to reclaim one acre 
of such land are estimated to be between 
$8,000 and 10,000. At that rate it would 
cost $2 billion to restore Pennsylvania's 
220,000 acres of pre-law land. But only 
$82 million, money obtained from a tax 
on present mining operations, is availa-
ble for the next 15 years. It will be a long 
time until all Pennsylvania land is re-
claimed. 
Most pre-law land is still in the hands 
of the coal companies who did the origi-
nal damage. They are apparently bene-
fitting by leasing it and drilling for oil 
and gas. In some places they may plan to 
mine deeper veins of coal in the future. 
They are interested in profit—not in re-
storing the land for crops or forests. 
And so the dilemma of surface min-
ing coal continues. We will need both 
cropland and energy from coal to sup-
port the future human population. 
The more electricity North American 
society requires, the more land will be 
strip mined. Yet strip mining coal to 
produce energy destroys the cropland 
we need. 
If North American Christians seri-
ously want to be responsible stewards of 
the Lord's earth and have compassion 
for future generations, they must reduce 
their energy consumption, develop alter-
nate renewable types of energy and re-
store lands that have already been strip 
mined and degraded. In this way they 
can renew the "covenant that was to last 
foever" described in Isaiah 24. • o 28 v Evangelical Visitor 
Oncsinjus 
Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of 
you . . . will tell you everything that is happening here. 
Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul: 
My subject this month is going to be a 
hard one for you to understand—suc-
cess. In your day, Paul, the church was a 
small group of outcasts. Certainly, suc-
cess was not a problem. Today, how-
ever, the church is a success. Christian 
congregations build multimillion-dollar 
cathedrals, Christian organizations take 
in over a million dollars a week, and 
Christian leaders live in luxurious con-
dominiums. Indeed, such success is con-
sidered to be the blessing of God. 
Conversely, Christian groups not ex-
periencing success are viewed as having 
little faith. They need to do more possi-
bility thinking. I was part of a conversa-
tion recently which included a minister 
in our community. The minister was 
talking about outreach. He said: "We do 
not need any more people in our church. 
We have enough." This statement was 
viewed as heresy by the others in the 
group. In the 20th century, we can never 
have enough. Whether it is money, pres-
tige, church members, or nuclear arma-
ments, we North Americans can never 
have enough. 
At a personal level, success is also 
assumed to be a value worth achieving. 
If it is possible to buy a bigger house or a 
newer car or a new boat, or to get a 
better job, we assume it is good to do so. 
We explain our actions by saying that 
we deserve it or, more spiritually, that 
God has blessed us so much. After all, 
we have worked hard for our success. 
But is success the highest good? Let 
me make some observations about suc-
cess. First, God does not call us to be 
successful. We are called to be servants, 
to take up our cross, and to be faithful to 
the end, but the Bible nowhere calls us to 
be successful. Quite the contrary, Christ 
tells us that because the world hated 
him, it will also hate his followers. Per-
haps the recent success of evangelical 
Christianity is an indication not that we 
have been particularly faithful, but that 
our age has been especially unfaithful. 
Second, success is an illusive goal. No 
matter how successful one is today, that 
level of success is viewed as failure 
tomorrow. Today's crystal cathedral is 
tomorrow's crumbling relic. An average 
church attendance of 500 may be seen as 
successful this year, but next year the 
same average will be seen as failure. A 
personal income of $30,000 may seem 
like a lot this year, but the income pro-
duces a lifestyle that makes it inadequate 
next year. A new job is challenging this 
year, but will be monotonous next year. 
Success is never achieved; it is only 
pursued. 
Third, success cannot be reproduced. 
What is infinitely successful in one set-
ting is a dismal failure in another. "How 
to do it" seminars abound today—how 
to be financially independent, how to 
double your church membership, how 
to succeed in business. In most in-
stances, these are failures because suc-
cess is usually situation specific. What 
works in one place will not work in 
another. Therefore, we should be slow 
to take credit for our successes or blame 
for our failures. Most likely, we had very 
little to do with the success or failure. 
We can be faithful and work hard (and 
we should), but we cannot insure suc-
cess. 
Fourth, success is not always the best 
thing for a Christian. Because of our 
success obsession, Christians are often 
thrust into situations and pressures that 
they cannot handle. An example is the 
Christian entertainer who in an un-
guarded moment of pressure uses vulgar 
language in an interview, or the evange-
list who uses selfishly or illegally the 
enormous funds collected by his organi-
zation. Success should be accepted pru-
dently. Just because we can build a 
multimillion-dollar church facility does 
not mean that we should build it. Just 
because we can get a more lucrative, 
prestigious job does not mean that we 
should take it. Just because our church 
can become the biggest church in town 
does not mean that we should choose 
that option. 
You seem to have been a driven per-
son, Paul. You were always looking to 
new fields of evangelism. In places like 
Philippi you were a success. In other 
places, like Athens, you were a failure. 
In still other places like Ephesus, you 
were a personal failure, but your mis-
sion succeeded. I would like to hear 
what you have to say on this subject. 
Onesimus 
"Share the Hope" 
Daily readings that 
define "hope" and 
illustrate how to share it. 
AUGUST 
DAY B O O K & C H A P T E R 
T • 1 Romans 12:3-8 
F • 2 Romans 14:1-7 
S • 3 Romans 14:14-23 
S • 4 1 Cor. 2:1-5 
M • 5 1 Cor. 15:12-19 
T • 6 1 Cor. 16:13-16 
W • 7 2 Cor. 1:15-24 
T • 8 2 Cor. 4:7-15 
F • 9 2 Cor. 5:1-7 
S • 10 2 Cor. 8:1-7 
S • 11 2 Cor. 10:12-18 
M • 12 2 Cor. 13:1-6 
T • 13 Gal. 2:11-16 
W • 14 Gal. 2:17-21 
T • 15 Gal. 3:1-9 
F • 16 Gal. 3:10-14 
S • 17 Gal. 3:19-25 
S • 18 Gal. 3:26-29 
M • 19 Gal. 5:1-6 
T • 20 Gal. 6:1-10 
W • 21 Eph. 1:15-23 
T • 22 Eph. 2:1-10 
F • 23 Eph. 3:8-13 
S • 24 Eph. 3:14-21 
S • 25 Eph. 4:1-6 
M • 26 Eph. 4:7-16 
T • 27 Eph. 6:10-19 
W • 28 Phil. 1:19-26 
T • 29 Phil. 1:27-30 
F • 30 Phil. 3:1-11 
S • 31 Col. 1:3-8 
SEPTEMBER 
DAY B O O K & C H A P T E R 
S • 1 Col. 1:19-23 
M • 2 Col. 2:1-10 
T • 3 1 Thess. 1:2-10 
W • 4 1 Thess. 3:1-10 
T • 5 1 Thess. 5:1-8 
F • 6 2 Thess. 1:3-12 
S • 7 1 Tim. 1:1-7 
S • 8 1 Tim. 1:12-17 
M • 9 1 Tim. 2:1-7 
T • 10 1 Tim. 3:1-7 
W • 11 1 Tim. 3:8-13 
T • 12 1 Tim. 4:1-10 
August 1985 29 
Phfotbz\s Journal 
"Summer Jottings" 
Three-month summer vacations are 
good news and bad news for me. The 
good news is that children and teachers 
get a reprieve from the unrelenting rou-
tine of schoolwork and families have 
more time for togetherness, relaxation, 
and vacationing away from home. The 
bad news is that togetherness isn't al-
ways all it's cracked up to be and the 
change in routine sometimes wreaks 
havoc with my freedom and regularly 
scheduled activities. It seems like sum-
mer always requires more flexibility and 
compromise than usual. By August, I'm 
more than ready for school to begin 
again! 
* * * * * * 
I'm amazed at how quickly boredom 
sets in at the beginning of summer vaca-
tion. On the one hand, the kids are 
happy and relieved to be out of school, 
but on the other hand, they very quickly 
tire of the lack of structure and end up 
wandering around aimlessly asking, 
"Mommy, what can I do?" 
A variation of that question is the 
complaint that "I don't have anyone to 
play with." While that's certainly true 
sometimes, other times I feel like I'm 
running a free day-care center for the 
neighborhood. 
* * * * * * 
I know how important friends are, 
however. Recently a good friend of mine 
moved away. Chances are I'll never see 
this person again, and because I invested 
a lot of myself in the relationship, it was 
hard to say goodbye. 
At our local high school graduation, 
the class valedictorian was a girl and 
two-thirds of the 100 scholarship awards 
went to girls. That's probably not a star-
tling statistic because girls often take 
school more seriously than boys do. I've 
heard of studies, however, which show 
that within two years of graduation, 
some of those same girls who were high 
achievers in high school begin to doubt 
their competence and boys who achieved 
only average grades begin to excel. Why 
is that, I wonder? 
* * * * * * 
During a conversation with one of 
Beth's friends' mothers, when I was de-
scribing a particularly harrowing period 
of my life, she suggested that I ought to 
write a book about myself. I think she 
said that because my life is vastly differ-
ent from hers and she finds my stories 
intriguing. 
When I'm with her and her friends, 
their backgrounds and experiences seem 
light years removed from my Brethren 
in Christ past. What's more, they seem 
able to speak of church and religion with 
such intellectual detachment, while my 
church and my faith are deeply ingrained 
in my emotions. Maybe that's one rea-
son she is so fascinated with me and why 
her daughter attends the club program 
at our church and goes to a Brethren in 
Christ summer camp. 
* * * * * * 
The inscription on the anniversary 
card I gave Mark this year read, "We've 
been through a lot, Honey . . . Let's 
go through some more!" In the last two 
Pontius' Puddle 
years, we've faced some hard times. 
Sometimes I wasn't sure what would 
happen to us, because our disagree-
ments had the feel of "irreconcilable dif-
ferences." I feel much better about our 
marriage now because we've tried to 
confront rather than avoid the hard 
things. 
Romantic love is exciting and I always 
enj oy rekindling those old romantic feel-
ings. But romantic feelings come and go, 
often unexpectedly, and we need some-
thing more solid and lasting to hang on 
to when we don't feel very romantic and 
loving. For me, that something is com-
mitment: I will not leave when I don't 
like what's happening between us. I will 
stay and work at the relationship even 
when I don't feel very loving (or love-
able). 
After reading through endless roman-
tic sentiments which were overstated 
and downright dishonest, I felt good 
when I finally found a card which 
expressed, concisely and humorously, 
the hard work we've put into our mar-
riage and our commitment to staying 
with it. 
* * * * * * 
Thoughts to ponder from my summer 
reading (The Road Less Traveled by 
Scott Peck): 
-Love is the will to extend one's self 
for the purpose of nurturing one's 
own or another's spiritual growth. 
-Since love is work, the essence of 
nonlove is laziness. 
-A good marriage can exist only 
between two strong and independent 
people. 
identifying- yoor 
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editorial 
God is only mildly nostalgic 
That sentence is all I remember of a full-page ad I read 
sometime ago, in which a well-known evangelical college 
sought to emphasize its future mission without minimizing 
its heritage. As a comment on the value of remembering, the 
phrase has stuck in my mind because it is both true and 
false, at least in some of its implications. I think of two of my 
favorite Scriptures (and where better to go than to the Bible 
if one wants to find out whether or not God is nostalgic—or, 
better put, whether God places value on remembering the 
past?). From Isaiah 43:18-19: 
Forget the former things; 
do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
But turn over a few pages to Isaiah 46:8-9: 
Remember this, fix it in mind, 
take it to heart.... 
Remember the former things, 
those of long ago . . . . 
It seems to me there is danger in living only in the past 
(either reveling in former victories or wallowing in past 
defeats). On the other hand, to be faithful stewards of the 
present and future, we must be in touch with what God has 
said and done in the past. 
But, you ask, why ponder this question of nostalgia 
today? It is because of the recent Chicago Mission reunion 
hosted by the Nappanee Brethren in Christ congregation, 
June 8-9. More like a storefront church than a city rescue 
mission, the Chicago mission was the first city mission effort 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. Before its closing nearly 
20 years ago, it had made a significant impact on the lives of 
countless individuals and families—certainly cause for a bit 
of nostalgia. 
The reunion had been in the "thinking/talking" stage of a 
few people's minds for a number of years. Through the 
efforts of Ruth and Don Freed, Nappanee, along with 
others scattered across the U. S., the date was set. During the 
last weeks of planning, the Nappanee church board ex-
pressed a desire to do more than simply provide facilities. 
We wanted to make the weekend meaningful for the high 
percentage of local members who had joined the congrega-
tion long after the mission closed. (Knowing little or 
nothing of the mission, they couldn't be nostalgic if they 
tried.) A Wednesday evening interview with the Freeds, 
along with slides of the mission, helped set the stage for the 
reunion weekend. 
The day arrived, as did some 80 persons with a Chicago 
mission connection: persons who had been saved at the 
mission and their families, and former workers and their 
families (including Mrs. Avas Carlson, now living at Mes-
siah Village, who with her late husband Carl, had given 
leadership to the mission program for more than 40 years). 
They were joined by members of the Indiana congregations 
who had been active supporters of the mission program. 
Saturday was a time of renewing friendships, looking at 
scrapbooks and slides of the mission, and discovering all 
that had happened "since Chicago." A late afternoon con-
cert featured some Chicago alumni as well as members of 
the Nappanee congregation. In the evening, fellowship con-
tinued around tables in a local restaurant. Those who could 
stay overnight worshipped with the Nappanee congregation 
Sunday morning, then shared together in a carry-in dinner 
at the church. 
As a congregation, we found at least three areas in which 
we could participate with the Chicago alumni. First, we 
joined in celebrating the grace of God, who used the mission 
for some 75 years to touch the lives of Chicagoans—people 
whose names didn't have a "Brethren in Christ ring." Yet the 
Brethren in Christ Church and other fellowships as well 
have been enriched by the pastors, missionaries, and dedi-
cated lay members who trace their spiritual roots to the 
mission. 
Secondly, we celebrated the vision of ministering to 
whole families, which characterized much of the mission's 
history. An unexpected highlight of the reunion was a child 
dedication on Saturday afternoon. A young mother, who 
recalled as a child attending the mission with her mother in 
the early '60s, asked to have her six-month-old son dedi-
cated in a Brethren in Christ church. And it was done. 
Third, we celebrated the vision and courage of the mis-
sion workers, who left familiar, comfortable, often rural 
surroundings to follow Christ into a distant city environ-
ment. Their example challenged us to examine our own 
lives to see how well we are following Christ and serving 
others across the back fence and down the street (to say 
nothing of leaving the comforts of home and family). 
In many respects, the Chicago mission reunion illustrated 
the answer to the nostalgia question. The weekend at once 
was (1) a remembrance of God's redeeming activities of the 
past; (2) evidence of God's present grace—the Spirit was 
clearly at work in testimonies, music, and the love the 
participants showed toward one another; and (3) a source 
of inspiration, vision, and confidence for the tasks of evan-
gelism ahead. It was an opportunity to reaffirm our devo-
tion to a faithful God, whose steadfastness enriches all 
eternity—past, present, and future. G 
J 
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Shelter for battered women in London, Ontario 
A house like no other 
"There are many houses in Lon-
don," said the voice on the cassette 
recorder, "but there is one that is 
really like no other. And we believe 
that it is needed as much as any 
other." 
The tape ended and the last pic-
ture of the Women's Community 
House, a shelter for battered women 
in London, Ont., flashed on the 
screen. Viewers sat quietly in the 
darkened room, thinking about the 
women who go there to find safety 
and support—women who are bat-
tered by the men that they live with. 
For over two years I have been 
serving as an MCC volunteer at the 
shelter, meeting women and chil-
dren who have fled the violence in 
their homes to the safety of our tran-
sition house. I watch as they meet 
other women and children who, like 
them, have also fled their homes. 
They learn that they are not the only 
victims of this crime and, as they 
talk, they share and express their 
feelings without fear, possibly for 
the first time. 
I listen as they open up to one 
another, hearing them discuss the 
hurt, anger, fear, confusion, despair, 
and distrust that they share—feelings 
which result from the abuse they 
have endured. They have many ex-
periences in common, but they do 
not share common ages, religions, 
ethnic backgrounds, educations, or 
economic status. No woman is ex-
empt from this crime. 
Houses like ours cannot stop the 
violence, but they can be the start of 
a new life for these women. I feel 
by Karla Mundt 
hope for them. By offering them 
shelter we might prevent one more 
beating, one more injury, one more 
hospitalization and maybe even one 
more death. Not every woman who 
comes will take on the task of begin-
ning a violence-free new life, but we 
hope that even they will have a little 
seed planted in them, which will later 
grow to fruition. 
I work with the children who 
accompany their mothers to our 
house. I try to offer them, and their 
mothers, the love of Christ through 
actions that reveal care and concern 
for them. It's not always easy and, at 
times, I fail them. But, just as the 
house offers many women a fresh 
start, God always provides me with a 
fresh start too. He reminds me that 
love is the most powerful force in the 
universe and that it can change me 
and the women and children who 
come to our house. 
While I am supervising the chil-
dren, their mothers are telling their 
stories to staff members who listen, 
support and show care. As they tell 
their stories, often tearfully, we hope 
that they will see that they're not to 
blame for the violence—no one de-
serves to be hit. As they become 
more comfortable in the house, we 
offer resource material which can 
help them make some decisions about 
the future. We believe that the house 
is a good place to begin to become 
independent, breaking away from 
the dependency pattern which has 
prevented them from leaving violent 
situations. It is exciting to see a 
woman gain confidence, develop self-
esteem, draw on a new-found inner 
strength and make some changes 
which allow her to feel good about 
herself. 
With the creation of transition 
houses such as ours all across Can-
ada, the public has begun to under-
stand wife abuse, learning more about 
why men abuse women and why 
women stay in violent situations. 
But this new awareness, while good, 
can't change the pain the women in 
our house feel—the pain which comes 
from being hit and kicked, suffering 
broken bones and, sometimes, per-
manent handicaps. They remember 
how much it hurts to be called 
stupid, a cheat, no good, or a terrible 
mother. 
Our house exists to ease this pain. 
It, and others, can't stop a crime 
which has been entrenched in society 
for centuries. But the houses strive to 
make changes where they can and to 
make their communities aware of 
the problem. 
For nearly seven years our house 
has given many women a fresh start, 
a new beginning. It really is a house 
like no other. 
MCC Canada is committed to 
service to the victims of family vio-
lence. It is also committed to recon-
ciliation within difficult family situa-
tions. These commitments do not 
always complement each other; some-
times, for the sake of the wife and 
children, reconciliation is not advis-
able. MCC Canada struggles with 
this problem, realizing that although 
violence—and possible death—is a 
greater evil than separation, both are 
sin. We invite our constituents to 
pray that volunteers who serve vic-
tims of family violence will receive 
wisdom and God's abundant love 
and grace. 
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